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Operas

New Works and Premieres 

Plays and Musicals

Directing:

Lucia di Lammermoor
Amahl and the Night Visitors
Cendrillon
Dark Sisters
La Boheme

Fizz and Ginger*

L'enfant et les sortilèges
Mermaid in a Jar
The Consul
Die Zauberflöte
Die Fledermaus
Tobias and The Angel
Suor Angelica
La Hija de Rappaccini

Beowulf*
Cendrillon
Infinite Energy of Ada Lovelace
Amahl and the Night Visitors
Die Liebe Der Danae
Stitch*
L'Historie Du Soldat

La finta giardiniera
Der Freischütz
With Blood With Ink*
Little Women
Dark Sisters*
Filthy Habit*
Sumeida's Song*
The Medium
Carmen
Cox and Box
Forest Fantasies: A Burlesque Opera

The Doctor is Dead
Crimson Lit
Petticoats and Sliderules
Chance The Snapper
Stitch, Witness

Elevator Serial Operas
Cosmic Ray and the Amazing Chris
The Shaulshank Redemption
Vic Mensa's Lollapalooza Concert: What's Going On

Punk Punk
TightWire
Er’man
Black As Eye Wanna Be
Alice

She Kills Monsters

Something's Afoot

Men On Boats
Accidents*
Polaroid Stories

Elixir of Love

Ganymede 5

Gaetano Donizetti GulfShore Opera, Feb 2025
Gian Carlo Menotti Opera Orlando, Dec 2024
Jules Massenet Temple University, Nov 2024
Nico Muhly Boston University Oct 2024
Giacomo Puccini LOON June 2024

Whitney E George and Bea Goodwin Chicago Fringe Opera May 2024

Maurice Ravel Mannes School of Music, Nov 2023
Rachel J Peters and Royce Vavrek Mannes School of Music, Nov 2023
Gian Carlo Menotti Third Eye Theatre Ensemble, Oct 2023

Harrower Opera, June 2023
Johan Strauss Opera Mississippi, April 2023
Jonathan Dove Roosevelt University, CCPA March 2023
Giacomo Puccini Roosevelt University, CCPA March 2023
Daniel Catan BU Fringe Festival, Oct 2022

Han Lash Third Eye Theatre Ensemble, Sept 2022
Pauline Viardot City Lyric Opera, Dec. 2021
Kamala Sankaram Third Eye Theatre Ensemble, Sept. 2021
Gian Carlo Menotti Operanauts, December 2020
Richard Strauss Pittsburgh Festival Opera July 2019

Third Eye Theatre Ensemble June 2019, Oct 2020
Igor Stravinsky Temple University, Boyer College of Music Nov

2018
Chicago Vocal Arts Consortium June 2018

Carl Maria von Weber Opera On Tap, February 2018
Third Eye Theatre Ensemble, October 2017
Chicago Vocal Arts Consortium June 2017
Third Eye Theatre Ensemble, October 2016
Third Eye Theatre Ensemble, September 2016

Mohammed Fairouz Third Eye Theatre Ensemble, October 2015
Gian Carlo Menotti Third Eye Theatre Ensemble, October 2014
Georges Bizet American Chamber Opera, November 2013
Arthur Sullivan Alrosa, February 2013
selections of Rossini’s Armida and
Rimsky’s Snegurochka

Lingerie Lyrique, December 2012

E Boylan Polyphone New Musical Festival 2024
Krista Knight and Jill Sobule Poyphone New Musical Festival 2022
Elizabeth Rudolph Third Eye Theatre Ensemble, Sept. 2021
Rose Freeman and Spicer Carr Temple Theatres, April 2021

Third Eye Theatre Ensemble, October 2020.

Multiple composers ENAensemble, September 2019
Eric Lindsay Thompson Street Opera September 2017

Davenports, August 2017
Whasted Productions, subsequent tour August
2016-2017

Hannah Ii Epstein Nothing Without a Company, September 2015
Chicago Tap Theatre, April 2015

Samantha Bailey Alrosa  August 2014
Po'Chop Po’ Chop August 2014
Michael Wise Nothing Without a Company, August 2013 and July

2009

Qui Nguyen Temple Theatres, October 2021
James McDonald, David Vos, and
Robert Gerlach

Candlelight Theatre, March 2020

Jacklyn Backhaus Temple Theatres, November 2019
Prop Thtr, January 2018

Naomi Iizuka Alrosa, July 2007

Gaetano Donizetti GulfShore Opera, Feb 2024

Evan Kassof ENAensemble, September 2019

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Juliet Palmer

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Daniel Crozier
Mark Adamo
Nico Muhly
Peter M. Krask

Juliet Palmer, Alexandra Enyart

Caroline Shaul
Vic Mensa

Marc Kelly Smith

Karen O. Fort

 *indicates regional premiere
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New Work Development

Associate and Assistant Direction Credits:

Dramaturgical Experience

Management Experience

Cold Storage Workshop Director with writer
Maggie Kate Coleman

Mercury Store, November 2023

Fast Furious Feminist (working title) Workshop Director and Writer Mercury Store, November 2022
Four Lost Santas Lyric Writer and Director written with

Composer Spicer Carr Opera Orlando, December 2024

Major Arcana: a Tarot Song Cycle Lyric Writer and Director written with
Composer Spicer Carr

Multiple producers, 2021

Lilith and Her Demons (dramaturge) Sarah Hough
Act On Need It Eric Wright
Chance the Snapper: An Alegatorical Musical Book Writer and Director, written

with Composer/Lyricist Spicer Carr
Temple Theatres, Fall 2021

Ganymede 5 by Evan Kassoff New Work Development and premiere ENAensemble 2019
Virgula Divina by Karen Brown and Jessica Moore Preview and Workshop Director Pittsburgh Festival Opera, July 2019

Minerva's Owl by Guang Yang and Paula Cizmar Preview and Workshop Director Pittsburgh Festival Opera 2019

Polyphone New Musical Festival 2021

Jason and the Argonauts (Revival Director)

Susannah
La Traviata
Cendrillon and Savitri (Double Bill)
L'Amant Anonyme
TL;DR

Little Women

Gregory Spears Chicago Lyric Opera October '23 : E. Loren
Meeker

Carlisle Floyd Wolf Trap Opera August '22  Dan Wallace
Miller

Giuseppe Verdi Wolf Trap Opera July '22 Emma Griffin
Pauline Viardot and Gustav Holst Wolf Trap Opera July '21  Amanda Consol
Joseph Bologne Wolf Trap Opera June '21 Kimille Howard
EllaRose Chary, Brandon Gwinn Rhinebeck Writers Retreat Triple R series, Sept. '20

Polyphone New Musical Festival, April '20
: Sherri Eden Barber

Mark Adamo Temple University March April '20 : Corinne
Hayes

Claudio Monteverdi Temple Opera, April '19   Brandon McShaffrey
Maggie Kate Coleman, Erato Kremmyda Polyphone New Musical Festival, Feb '19

 Sam Pinkleton
Julia Cho Silk Road Theatre Project, May ’08     Joanie

Schultz
Adam Rapp Circle Theatre, Jan ’07      Joanie Schultz
Alfred Jarry Columbia College Chicago, Nov ’06     Sean

Graney
Harry Konoelon Columbia College Chicago, Oct ’06      Joanie

Schultz

Director

Director:

Director: 
Director:
Director: 

Director
Director

Director:

Director:
Director: 

Director:
Director:

Director:

Il ritorno d'Ulisse in patria
Marie In Tomorrowland

Durango 

Stone Cold Dead Serious 
Ubu Roi 

The Brides

:

:

Reader, Eugene ONeal 

Production and Management Director

Resident Stage Manager

Reader, Chaos Festival
Reader and consultant, Chicago Fringe Festival
Reader, Nothing Without a Company
Consultant, Temple University
29 hour reading director, Temple University

Interim Head of Opera Production Temple Opera
Production Manager for 

Cerqua Rivera Dance Theatre 

Stage 773
Resident Stage Manager Windy City Burlesque Festival

2024
2015

2010-2012

2014

2011-2014

Monster Jam Monster Truck Tour Feld Entertainment
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7HDFKLQJ�3KLORVRSK\
5RVH�)UHHPDQ

7HDFKLQJ�WKHDWUH�LV�D�KROLVWLF�DFW�RI�HQFRXUDJLQJ�FUHDWLRQ�PHWKRGV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI
FROODERUDWLRQ��$OO�DVSHFWV�RI�WKHDWUH�HGXFDWLRQ�UHTXLUH�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�DSSURDFK�WKDW
LQFRUSRUDWHV�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�GLVFRYHU\�RI�WKHLU�YRLFH��FULWLFDO�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�DQDO\VLV��DQG
SXUSRVHIXO�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�SHHUV��$OO�WKUHH�RI�WKHVH�HOHPHQWV�OHDG�LQWR�WKH�HYHQWXDO
JRDO�RI�GLUHFW�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ��RU�WKH�DFW�RI�FUHDWLQJ�WKH�DUW�LWVHOI��

$V�DQ�HGXFDWRU��,�DLP�WR�IRVWHU�WKHVH�WKUHH�HOHPHQWV�LQ�D�UHOHYDQW�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��ZKLFK
FRQVLVWHQWO\�OHDG�WR�WKH�³KRZ´�RI�FUHDWLQJ�WKHDWULFDO�DUW�LQ�LWV�PDQ\�IRUPV��0\�JRDOV�IRU�D
FODVVURRP�DUH�WR�WDNH�VWXGHQWV�DQG�DOORZ�WKHP�WR�JURZ�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWH�DQG
PXOWLIDFHWHG�DUWLVWV���,Q�HGXFDWLRQ��,�WHDFK�WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�WKUHH�HOHPHQWV�LQ�DQ
LQWHUORFNLQJ�DQG�VFDIIROGLQJ�DSSURDFK�

,Q�JXLGLQJ�VWXGHQWV�WRZDUGV�D�ILUPO\�XQGHUVWRRG��\HW�IOH[LEOH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKHLU�RZQ
YRLFH��,�ZRUN�WRZDUGV�VHOI�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�SHUVSHFWLYH��,�DVN�WKH�³ZK\"´�EHKLQG�D
SUHYLRXVO\�KHOG�RSLQLRQ�RU�WDVWH�LQ�WKHDWUH���$V�WKH\�DEVRUE�DUW�DQG�DFDGHPLF
SKLORVRSKLHV��WKH\�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�DSSUHFLDWH�WKHLU�SHUVSHFWLYH�DQG�KLVWRU\�VR�WKDW
WKH�VWXGHQW�FDQ�WKHQ�LQFRUSRUDWH�WKDW�LQWR�DQ�HPSDWKHWLF�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�RWKHUV
�SRLQWV
RI�YLHZ��7KLV�FRQVWDQW�VHOI�HYDOXDWLRQ�WKURXJK�UHIOHFWLRQ�SDSHUV��JURXS�GLVFXVVLRQ��DQG
MRXUQDOLQJ�DOORZV�IRU�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�GLVWLQFW��DVVXUHG�YRLFHV�WKDW�OHDYH�URRP�IRU
JURZWK�LQ�RXU�IXWXUH�DUWLVWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��)XOO\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�YRLFH�FRPHV�IURP
VHOI�UHIOHFWLRQ�IURP�FROODERUDWLYH�WHFKQLTXHV�GHYHORSHG�DQG�SHUVRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�RI
FULWLFDO�UHVSRQVH�VNLOOV�DV�ZHOO�DV�VHOI�HYDOXDWLRQ�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�VHOI�QDUUDWLYH�

,�IDFLOLWDWH�FULWLFDO�WKLQNLQJ�WKURXJK�WH[W�DQDO\VLV��FRQVFLRXV�DEVRUSWLRQ�RI�SRS�FXOWXUH�DQG
DUW��DQG�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�DFDGHPLF�RU�FULWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�DUW�DURXQG�XV��,�GR�WKLV�WKURXJK
SUHVHQWLQJ�PDWHULDOV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VFRSH�RI�WKH�FODVV��DVNLQJ�VWXGHQWV�WR�WKLQN�FULWLFDOO\
DERXW�WKRVH�PDWHULDOV��VKRZ�UHOHYDQW�DQG�WLPHO\�HYROXWLRQ�RI�WKDW�RULJLQDO�PDWHULDO��DQG
DVN�IRU�VWXGHQWV�WR�LQIHU�FRQQHFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�PDWHULDOV�DQG�WKHLU�RZQ�SHUFHSWLRQV
RI�WKH�ZRUOG�DURXQG�WKHP�

,Q�SXUSRVHIXO�FROODERUDWLRQ��RQH�PXVW�HPSKDVL]H�OLVWHQLQJ�RSHQO\�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��,Q
WHDFKLQJ�D�FROODERUDWLYH�HQYLURQPHQW��,�ZRUN�WRZDUGV�IRVWHULQJ�FULWLFDO�UHVSRQVH
WHFKQLTXHV��DFWLYH�OLVWHQLQJ��EXLOGLQJ�RQ�RWKHU
V�LGHDV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�JURXS�WKURXJK
LQWHUDFWLYH�H[HUFLVHV�DQG�JURXS�ZRUN��7KURXJK�WKH�DFW�RI�HQVHPEOH�EXLOGLQJ��WKLV�FUHDWHV
D�SUDFWLFH�HQYLURQPHQW�IRU�VWXGHQWV�VR�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�IXUWKHU�WKHLU�LQGLYLGXDO�VW\OHV�IRU
�SOD\LQJ�ZHOO�ZLWK�RWKHUV��ZKLOH�DOVR�ILQGLQJ�WKH�MR\�LQ�FROOHFWLYH�FUHDWLYH�GHYHORSPHQW
DQG�SUREOHP�VROYLQJ�

7KH�FUX[�RI�WKHVH�WKUHH�HOHPHQWV�LV�WR�LQFRUSRUDWH�WKHP�LQWR�D�VLQJXODU�DFW�RI�FUHDWLQJ
DUW��,�DLP�WR�GR�WKLV�WKURXJK�D�VFDIIROGLQJ�DSSURDFK�ZLWK�FRQVLVWHQW�LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�WKH
WKUHH�HOHPHQWV��7KLV�FUHDWHV�D�IOXHQF\�RI�FRQQHFWLRQ�LQ�KRZ�WR�QRW�RQO\�FRQVXPH�WKHDWUH



DQG�LWV�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�FULWLFDO�UHVSRQVH��EXW�DOVR�KRZ�WR�FUHDWH�QHZ�DQG�LQQRYDWLYH
YHUVLRQV�RI�WKH�DUW�IRUP���

,�KRSH�WR�FUHDWH�VWXGHQWV�WKDW�QRW�RQO\�KDYH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�VSHFLILF�PDWHULDO��EXW�PRUH
LPSRUWDQWO\�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�FRQWLQXH�WKHLU�OHDUQLQJ�RI�PDWHULDO�RXWVLGH�RI�P\�FODVVURRP�DQG
WKHQ�SDVV�WKLV�QHZ�NQRZOHGJH�WR�RWKHUV�WKDW�LV�UHVSHFWIXO�RI�WKH�RWKHU
V�KLVWRU\�DQG�WKH
SRWHQWLDO�FROODERUDWLRQ�WKDW�FDQ�RFFXU�ZKHQ�DGGLQJ�QHZ�YLHZSRLQWV�WR�FRQILGHQWO\�KHOG�
\HW�RSHQ�YRLFH��

0\�FODVVURRP�LV�DERXW�WKH�VWXGHQW�DQG�WKHLU�FROOHFWLYH�DQG�LQGLYLGXDO�JURZWK��ZKLFK
LGHDOO\�HPEROGHQV�WKH�IXWXUH�DUWLVWV�RI�WKHDWUH�WR�FKDOOHQJH�SHUIRUPDQFH�WUDGLWLRQV�LQ
VWRU\WHOOLQJ�LQ�DQ�LQIRUPHG�DQG�SXUSRVHIXO�PHWKRG�

',9(56,7<�$1'�,1&/86,21
5RVH�)UHHPDQ

,�DP�FRPPLWWHG�WR�VHUYLQJ�GLYHUVH�EDFNJURXQGV�DQG�SHUVSHFWLYHV�LQ�FODVV�DQG�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH
GLYHUVLW\�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�EULQJV�WR�RXU�WLPH�WRJHWKHU�LV�D�UHVRXUFH��VWUHQJWK�DQG�EHQHILW�WR�XV�DOO��,
ZLOO�SUHVHQW�PDWHULDOV�DQG�DFWLYLWLHV�WKDW�DUH�UHVSHFWIXO�RI�GLYHUVLW\��JHQGHU��VH[XDOLW\��GLVDELOLW\�
DJH��VRFLRHFRQRPLF�VWDWXV��HWKQLFLW\��UDFH��IDLWK��DQG�FXOWXUH��&UHDWLQJ�D�ZHOFRPLQJ�DQG�EUDYH
HQYLURQPHQW�IRU�WKH�VWXGHQW�ERG\�LV�D�VLJQLILFDQW�MRE�RI�DQ�HGXFDWRU�LQ�DQ\�HQYLURQPHQW�
HVSHFLDOO\�ZLWKLQ�OHDUQLQJ�FROODERUDWLYH�DUWV��'LYHUVLW\�DQG�LQFOXVLRQ�DPRQJ�IDFXOW\��PDWHULDOV
WDXJKW��DQG�VWXGHQW�ERG\�LV�LQWHJUDO�SDUW�RI�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH��HPSRZHULQJ�WKH�IXWXUH��DQG�PDNLQJ�WKH
ZRUOG�D�EHWWHU�SODFH�WR�OLYH�

0\�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�GLYHUVLW\�LV�LQIRUPHG�E\�SHUVRQDO�H[SHULHQFH�DV�D�TXHHU�JHQGHU
QRQ�FRQIRUPLQJ�SHUVRQ�ZLWK�D�GLVDELOLW\���,�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�QR�RQH��LQFOXGLQJ�P\VHOI��LV�DEOH�WR
IXOO\�DQG�LQWLPDWHO\�H[SHULHQFH�DOO�RI�WKH�EDUULHUV��VXFFHVVHV��DQG�VWUXJJOHV�IDFHG�E\�SHRSOH
RWKHUHG�LQ�VRFLHW\��EXW�WKDW�,�GR�KDYH�WKH�IXOO�FDSDFLW\��HPSDWK\��DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�FUHDWH
VSDFH�ZKHUH�WKHVH�H[SHULHQFHV�DUH�DFFHSWHG�DW�WUXWK��UHVSHFWHG��DQG�DFFRPPRGDWHG�VR�WKDW�DOO
SHRSOH�PD\�KDYH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�DFDGHPLF�DQG�DUWLVWLF�JURZWK��,Q�P\�FODVVURRP�DQG
UHKHDUVDO�URRP�OHDGHUVKLS��,�FRQVWDQWO\�DLP�WR�HGLI\��JXLGH��DQG�HQFRXUDJH�WKH�YRLFH�RI�WKH
LQGLYLGXDO�ZLWKLQ�FROODERUDWLYH�VHWWLQJV�

3DUW�RI�FUHDWLQJ�D�URRP�WKDW�HQFRXUDJHV�DUWLVWV�RI�DOO�EDFNJURXQGV�WR�IXUWKHU�GHYHORS�WKHLU
LQGLYLGXDO�DQG�FROODERUDWLYH�YRLFH�LV�OLVWHQLQJ��,�LQYLWH�P\�VWXGHQWV�WR�FDOO�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�PH�LQ
ZKHQ�ZH�PLV�VWHS�DV�ZHOO�DV�KROG�RXUVHOYHV�DFFRXQWDEOH�IRU�RXU�RZQ�HGXFDWLRQ�VR�WKDW�ZH�FDQ
FROOHFWLYHO\�FUHDWH�D�EHWWHU�ZRUOG��,�HQFRXUDJH�P\�VWXGHQWV�WR�DOZD\V�IHHO�DEOH�WR�OHW�PH�NQRZ�RI
ZD\V�WKDW�,�PD\�LPSURYH�WKH�LQFOXVLYLW\�RI�WKH�FRXUVH�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�RU�LQ�DGYRFDF\�RI�RWKHU
VWXGHQWV�RU�VWXGHQW�JURXSV�



,�VD\�WR�P\�VWXGHQWV�

<RXU�YRLFH�PDWWHUV�
<RX�ZLOO�EH�KHDUG�
<RX�ZLOO�QRW�EH�MXGJHG�
:H�ZLOO�WDNH�DFWLRQ�



$UWLVW�6WDWHPHQW
5RVH�)UHHPDQ

,�VWULYH�WR�FRQVLVWHQWO\�FUHDWH�KRO\�VSDFH�DV�WKHDWULFDO�SUDFWLFH��7KH�ULWXDO�RI�WKHDWUH
FUHDWHV�D�VSLULWXDO�SUDFWLFH�IRU�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�FRPPXQLW\��0\�JRGPRWKHU�ZDV�WKH�0RWKHU
6XSHULRU�RI�WKH�:KHDWRQ�)UDQVLVFDQ�2UGHU�RI�6LVWHUV��,�VSHQW�P\�FKLOGKRRG�DV�D�8QLWDULDQ�LQ
WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�QXQV��7KH�QXQV�LQVWLOOHG�D�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�EHLQJ�LQVWUXPHQWV�RI�KRSH�
MXVWLFH��DQG��SHDFH���8WLOL]LQJ�WKH�SUDJPDWLVP�RI�FRPPXQDO�VWRU\WHOOLQJ�WKURXJK�SHUIRUPDQFH
LV�P\�ZD\�RI�VSLULWXDO�SUDFWLFH�DQG�LV�FHQWHUHG�DURXQG VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�DQG�VHOI�DZDUHQHVV�
7KHVH�EHOLHIV�DQG�EDFNJURXQG�LQIRUP�WKH�WKHDWUH�,�PDNH�ERWK�DV�D�ZULWHU�DQG�D�GLUHFWRU�DV
ZHOO�DV KRZ ,�PDNH�WKDW�ZRUN�

$V�DQ�DUWV�OHDGHU�DQG�GLUHFWRU��,�IRFXV�RQ�PXOWLSOH�VW\OHV�RI�WKHDWUH��LQFOXGLQJ�VSDFH
JHQHUDWHG�ZRUN��EXUOHVTXH��UDS�FRQFHUWV��OLYH�SDLQWLQJ�HYHQWV��DQG�RSHUD��,�RIWHQ�ILQG�WKDW�DV�D
WKHDWUH�FUHDWRU��WKH�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�SHUIRUPDQFH�PHWKRGRORJLHV�DQG�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�ILQG�WKH
OLWXUJLFDO�YDOXH�LQ�DOO�PHGLXPV�FUHDWHV�SRZHUIXO�DQG�DFFHVVLEOH�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�RI�VWRU\�WKDW�FDQ
IXOO\�HQJDJH�WKH�DXGLHQFH�LQ�ERWK�VLQJXODU�DQG�FRPPXQDO�UHIOHFWLRQ��7KH�DFW�RI�MRLQLQJ�WRJHWKHU
LQ�D�VSDFH�IRU�ULWXDOLVWLF�VWRU\WHOOLQJ�DOORZV�WKH�FUXFLEOH�IRU�WKLV�WUDQVFHQGHQFH���,�DLP�WRZDUG�WKLV
LQFXEDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�WKURXJK�YDULDQFH�LQ�ERWK�SHUIRUPDQFH�VW\OH�DQG�YHQXH�
EHOLHYLQJ�WKDW�WKH�VDQFWXP�RI�WKHDWULFDO�SHUIRUPDQFH�FDQ�EH�H[SHULHQFHG�ERWK�LQ�DQG�RXW�RI
WUDGLWLRQDO�WKHDWUHV��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKLV�HWKRV�RI�FURVV�JHQUH�H[SORUDWLRQ�LQ�SXUVXLW�RI�HPSRZHUHG
WUXWK�IRU�DOO�FROODERUDWRUV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�DXGLHQFH�

,Q�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�ULWXDOLVWLF�VWRU\WHOOLQJ��,�DLP�WR�GH�VLOR�JHQUHV�DQG�DGGUHVV�FUHDWLYH
H[SUHVVLRQ�WKURXJK�SHUIRUPDQFH�WKURXJK�D�QRQ�KLHUDUFKLFDO�OHQV��WKH�KLSKRS�FRQFHUW�FUHDWHV�DV
HVVHQWLDO�RI�D�FRPPXQLW\�H[SHULHQFH�DV�D�PRGHUQ�$PHULFDQ�FKDPEHU�RSHUD�DV�DQ�H[SHULPHQWDO
FORZQ�VKRZ��7KURXJK�WKHVH�PHGLXPV�RI�ERWK�QDUUDWLYH�DQG�QRQ�QDUUDWLYH�EDVHG�VWRU\WHOOLQJ��WKH
FRPPXQDO�DQG�LQGLYLGXDO�VHOI�FDQ�EH�H[DPLQHG�WR�FRPIRUW��LQVSLUH��DQG�UHIOHFW�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�LQ
ZKLFK�WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH�LV�EDVHG��7KH�ZRUN�PDWWHUV�ZKHQ�DOO�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�DUH
LQYLWHG�HQJDJHG�LQ�WKH�ULWXDO�RI�OLYH�SHUIRUPDQFH�
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GLUHFWRU��,�DP�QRW�FDOOHG�WR�LPSRVH�P\�YLVLRQ�RQ�WKH�SLHFH�EXW�FUHDWH�D�KROLVWLF�GULYLQJ�YLVLRQ�IURP
DOO�FROODERUDWRUV��$QG�,�GR�WKLV�WKURXJK�WKH�WRQH�DQG�HQYLURQPHQW�VHW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�UHKHDUVDO�DQG
SURGXFWLRQ�PHHWLQJ�SURFHVV��ZKLFK�LGHDOO\�WKHQ�WUDQVODWHV�WR�WKH�FRPPXQDO�LQYROYHPHQW�RI�WKH
DXGLHQFH��)XUWKHU�H[SORUDWLRQ�UHVXOWV�LQ�D�IRFXV�RQ�FROODERUDWLYH�WHFKQLTXHV�WKDW�HPSRZHU�ERWK
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KRO\�HQJDJHPHQW�DQG�SHUIRUPDQFH�
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November 1, 2021 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 I am pleased to have the opportunity to recommend Rose Kruger Freeman as a candidate for the position 
she has applied for.  I currently serve as the Associate Dean for the School of Theater, Film and Media 
Arts at Temple.  I have served as a tenured professor in Theater here for the past 15 years.  Prior to 
coming to Temple, I enjoyed a robust 30+ year successful career in the field, having served as Artistic 
Director for Arena Stage in Washington, DC where I was in residence as a director, producer, and artistic 
leader for 25 years, beginning in 1974. 
 
Rose came to Temple with a fair amount of creative and leadership experience, hailing primarily from the 
adventurous realm of contemporary work in what I would characterize as ensemble-based ‘alternative’ 
opera, seeking to enrich and expand her craft as a theater director. She was also able to hone her skills as 
a higher-ed teacher, which is a unique strength of the Temple MFA program, something which she truly 
excelled in.  
 
As her directing teacher and mentor, I found her to be a consummate student – deeply gifted, highly 
intelligent, charismatic and a marvelous creative collaborator.  Rose has a gifted, intuitive, and highly 
evolved set of ensemble-building skills coupled with an unbridled, imaginative thirst for storytelling. 
Passionate, fearless, and enviably uninhibited, Rose was laser-focused as a student – she cultivated a 
dedicated and disciplined appetite for learning the craft.  
 
Her production work here was comparatively astonishing – Rose’s direction of MEN on BOATS, by 
Jacklyn Backhaus, was resoundingly brilliant in every respect – visually and physically theatrical – and 
the level of dimensional, specific rooted acting work she elicited from her ensemble of both graduate and 
undergraduate women exceeded all reasonable expectation for a student production.   And her thesis 
production – part of the George Abbott MFA in Musical Theater Collaboration program, “CHANCE the 
SNAPPER was an original musical she also co-wrote – and due to mandatory Pandemic-induced pivot, 
finally had to be done virtually – (which was immensely challenging to say the least) emerged as a 
wonderfully daffy, wildly entertaining maverick musical comedy with a message! 
 
So – I say all of this because the teaching component that is embedded in her methodology, her stellar 
work ethic, her instinct for inspiring students to work at the height of their creative potential, all point to 
someone who has the potential to eventually – in short order – and with experience - have a MAJOR and 

http://www.temple.edu/


lasting impact as a virtuoso instructor and collegial collaborator within the academy.  
  
Given my decades of experience in the field and my nearly 20 years of work in academia – I can 
confidently recommend that you give Rose Freeman your most serious consideration.  She deserves an 
opportunity to excel as I know she is, without question, locked and loaded to deliver.  I also appreciated 
and respect the traditional vicissitudes and polities of the academic search process.  That said, I urge you 
to give her the chance to prove herself – take it from an old pro, you will not regret it! 
 
Please feel free to contact me should you require any further input. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Douglas C Wager 
Associate Dean 
School of Theater, Film and Media Arts 
Center for the Performing and Cinematic Arts, 
Temple University 
dwager@temple.edu 
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January 6, 2022 
 

 
 As Director of Opera at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville, I am writing to express my great 
pleasure in recommending Rose Freeman, a stage director of outstanding vision, exceptional talent, and 
unquestionable promise. When I think on the current state of our industry and where it is likely to go in 
the future, I believe Rose Freeman is poised to be a true leader with unlimited potential. Rose is highly 
intellectual, exceedingly articulate, and refreshingly gregarious with a wit and humor that make any 
classroom or rehearsal room an enjoyable place to learn. Rose has the heart of a teacher and believes 
implicitly in the fundamental creativity inherent within each student and artist. 
 
 In 2014, I began Marvel Arts Management, an agency for Directors, Conductors, and Designers. I have 
always been inspired by the work of other artists and sought to create opportunities for other artists in 
the industry. I was first made aware of Rose's work through a mutual colleague, another director on my 
roster who spoke of Rose's work using only superlatives. The director recommended I consider speaking 
with Rose about joining the roster. After doing some research, I found that we had dozens of mutual 
contacts, all of whom spoke about Rose with similar enthusiasm and exuberance. One of the most 
important and telling aspects of any stage director is how often they are invited back to work with a 
company. Schools, companies, and individuals who work with Rose are eager to do so again! 
 
 I was thrilled to see a director so ready, willing, and able to challenge archaic assumptions in our 
artform while making the artform infinitely more accessible to modern audiences. I was both thrilled and 
honored when Rose decided to join Marvel Arts Management this year because I believe Rose will rise 
to prominence both as an educator and arts leader in our industry, and it is an honor to be a part of that 
journey. In Rose, you will find an exceptionally good colleague, a passionate educator, a truth teller, and 
an artist who would be a true asset to any school or company. I give Rose my highest recommendation 
and do so without reservation. Please feel free to reach out to me should you have any further questions 
about this remarkable artist. 

         

         James Marvel 
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