STEPS TO STUDYING ABROAD
A. DEFINE YOUR OBJECTIVES


“Why do I want to study abroad?”



“Where do I want to go, and why?”



“What degree of cultural immersion am I ready for?”



“When do I want to go and how long would I like to stay?”



“How much money can I afford to spend?” (The cost of study abroad programs varies widely according to
length and location.)

B. EXPLORE POSSIBLE PROGRAMS


Make an appointment to talk to a study abroad advisor.



Consult literature available in the office and on-line using the guide Study Abroad Internet Resources to
identify programs right for you. A few study abroad sites are: http://www.ciee.org; http://www.petersons.com;
http://www.studyabroad.com; http://www.iie.org; or http://www.goabroad.com.



Check out study abroad scholarships for which you may be eligible. Your study abroad advisor will give you
information.

C. CHOOSE A PROGRAM THAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU- Programs will have different requirements


Ask yourself these questions about the program:
- What is the program’s academic focus? What types of courses are offered in this program?
- Do I have to have a certain GPA or language ability?
- When is the application deadline? Is there an application fee? Is it refundable?
- How much will the total cost be (including tuition and fees, housing, meals, airfare, insurance, etc.)?



Any time you need advice or encouragement, make an appointment to see your study abroad advisor.



If you have academic questions, meet with your academic adviser or department chairperson. Although your
study abroad advisor will get the necessary approvals for your courses once you’ve chosen a program,
consulting with the department advisor and/or chairperson can sometimes be helpful as you evaluate programs.
Be aware that the application of credits toward major requirements is a departmental decision.

D. APPLY TO THE PROGRAM OF YOUR CHOICE


Your study abroad advisor will gladly discuss your program choices with you, but the final decision is yours.
Follow the application guidelines laid down by your chosen program(s).



Any questions regarding financial aid should be directed to the Office of Financial Aid, but keep your study
abroad advisor informed. (Also see Financial Aid Information for Study Abroad for financial aid
deadlines.)

E. REGISTRATION, CREDITS & GRADES: Things to do BEFORE you leave the campus


Bring a copy of your acceptance letter and course descriptions to your study abroad advisor. Fill out and sign
forms required by the university and provide proof of insurance.



With your study abroad advisor, choose courses you’d like to take abroad. The advisor will present them to the
department chair(s) for approval and register you. You must be registered with Roosevelt for your study
abroad program in order to receive credit from the university.



Financial aid recipients must provide the study abroad advisor with a program cost breakdown. The advisor
will prepare a “Study Abroad Financial Need Worksheet” for you to take to your financial aid advisor. You
must be registered with Roosevelt for your study abroad program in order to receive financial aid from
the university.



Make sure you have a valid passport. Go to http://travel.state.gov/ppt_faq.html for passport information.



Confirm your registration, or make arrangements with your study abroad advisor to confirm for you.

