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Interview with Grace Snedst ad
By Isobel Grossner

Decenmber 18,1970

| guess we'1ll talk nostly about your father, but | want to hear
somewhat about yourself, as well.
| really don't know where to begin. | suppose we can begin as
far back as | can renenber: when ny father was working for the
sailor:;, In my earliest: recollection, ny father was a very
important person in our famly. |'malways kind of anmused when
we tal k about the father isn't home enough; he doesn't spend
time with his children. | can tell you that it depends on how
he spends tile time when he is home. M father was very rarely
around, but when he was he made his presence felt. Even as
very small children, instead of bedtime stories, we had stories
of what he was doing in Washi ngton, why he was on. the coast.
He did practically all the negotiation for the Great Lakes
and a good deal of it on the east coast.

Andrew Furuseth, who the the international president. of the
seanan"s union, was primarily involved in Wshington and on the
west coast. As years went on ny father also became active in

Washington, in the enactmenet of the seaman's acts.

You' re tal king now about what year?
Vell, let's see I'm66. Let's say 60 years ago. | suppose |

was maybe 6 or 7.

At that age your father was telling you what he was doi ng?
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Always, this is right. | suppose in his own nmind he was excusing
hinsel f for not being home very nuch although we never had this
feeling. He was very emotionally involved with his work, felt
very strongly about it. \en he came home he would tell us, for
exanple , why he fought for the sailors, for the seaman's act,
which was signed if | remenber correctly, about 1915. At that
point ny father had been away for nonths. He kept saying he was
comng hone; he'd. give us a train, but he didn't show up, unti
finally the president signed the act .

W learned that sailors were, for all intents and purposes,
sl aves aboard the ship. In some cases even worse than that,
because the captain didn't have to answer to anyone really, if

soneone died aboard the ship. At 5 6, 7, | can renenber ny
my father telling about the worms in the food that the sailors

got , dead and sonetines alive. Meat that snelled, scurvy that
they acquired because they had poor food. | think they now have
to have citrus fruits. One of the things they had to have was

| emon pie, which I can still renmenber because | like, lenon pie
very nuch. But this was to get the lemon juice into the nen.

He worked hard. He was what was called a wal king del egate
a termthat | think has been out of fashion for a' long tine.
Actual ly he would wal k frompier to pier checking on the ship
talking to the men, seeing what was wong and trying to enforce

the law, and also, of course, whatever rules and regulations the

uni on had.
In 1914 he becane Secretary-Treasurer of the Illinois State
Federation of Labor. He still maintained an office with

the sailors although his primary job was the Secretary-Treasurer
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of the Illinois State Federation.

We always lived in Chicago. M mother's home had been in
Cleveland and nmy father had occasionally sailed out of that
port, which is how he met ny nother. But then ny nother decided
she didn't want to marry a sailor. She didn't like reading the
shi ppi ng news and wondering what happened to the ship, so ny
father ran for office in the Sailors Union and became, as | said,

a wal king del egate.

In order to win your nother in marriage?

Yes. | think if ny father all his |ife had done exactly what

he wanted to do he woul d have stayed aboard the ship. He was

very fond of the water and, poor sau, my nother couldn't stand
the water and neither could I. W took lots 'of trips on the

| ake boats and ny sister too, who died when she was nineteen.

The first thing we did was head for the stateroom and stay there
till we got to dry land again. W liked boats. W were interested

but we got sick very quickly.

Do you know how your parents met?

No, | don't. Now Wait a minute. Yes, occasionally when ny
father was ashore he'd board somewhere in the nei ghborhood in
which ny nmother lived, not far fromthe lake front in Cevel and.
My maternal G andfather was a customtailor, made pants, and he
had a tailor shop in conjunction with his home. It was a poor
nei ghbor hood. It was an inmgrant neighborhood--boarding houses
room ng houses all around. M father would stay in one, but

just exactly how they nmet | don't know. My father was sonewhat
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shy and certainly an extrenely reserved man and probably al ways
had been. Kind of a nmiracle; really, that they got married, MW
nother was the other way around. Mmhad no inhibitions. She

tal ked to everybody till the day she died. She was extremely
friendly with everyone, which used to worry us sonetines. Then
father cane into the Illinois State Federation of Labor, which

was not really a very inportant organization at that tine. In
fact no unions were. He was a very brilliant man. He had a

very quick mnd. You never had to explain things to himmore than

once. Sometimes you only had to give hima hint. M father, |

a tremendous library. Wen | was very young there were al
second hand books. | remenber ny nother had sonething of a
problemtrying to keep the house clean with the books sitting al
around. As a matter of fact, | finally cleaned out the library

| ast year sonetine when | noved
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No, no. | wouldn't be surprised if my father had taken sone
correspondence courses while aboard ship, but you know, ships'
libraries in those days frequently had a | ot of books people
threw away, not books nost people would be interested in. But
Papa read everything he could get his hands on. He was very
famliar with different religions around the world, how people
lived. He had never been out of the country as far as | know.

He was interested in everything and, as | say a great reader.

In the Last 25 or 30 years he becanme extrenely involved with

the 13th amendment. He wote a great deal of criticismon it

what it really nmeant, and not only with reference to black slaves
but to working people. | ran across a record yesterday that ny
father had made, "Labor from Slavery to Freedom" I"d like to
listen to it some day. He nmade it in 1931 or 1932. For awhile,
he and MCormack of the Tribune with whom he had nothing in
comon, had a running series of articles on the 13th anendnent.

It was the only thing they agreed on, the inportance of the 13th
anmendment relating it to working people rather than nerely to

bl ack sl aves.

| want to ask you about the Illinois Federation. You were telling
me it was not very large

No, no it wasn't. It wasn't very large and it wasn't very inportant.
Largely | think because they had never had anybody who could really

pull the thing together. The miners were, | think, the nost

i mportant single organization in there. The miners were always
in somewhat of a turnoil. They quarrel ed amobng thensel ves.

There were at |east two miners' organizations. The conditions in
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the mnes, of course, were unspeakable. My father worked pretty
closely with John L. Lewis and a couple of other nen whose nanes
escape nme now who | ater becanme inmportant in the Steel Wrkers
Uni on when they left the AFL.

I'mnot sure how nany people really liked ny father, but
everybody respected and adnmired him They would al nost take his

unsupported word for anything.

I You indicated he did not have many friends.

R As | say, he was extremely reserved. He had absolutely no talent
for small talk whatsoever. He sinply didn't know what to do
with it. He had a very puritanical sense of nmorality for hinself.

lputihe had synpat hy and understandin EggcgfppJe who didn't ha%ﬁdn’gV

. He hated the things men did but dn't hate men.  Ha

_speak lightly. When he had something to say it was as a result

of very careful consideration and thought. Apparent |y this got
acr oss. In the Federation conventions the delegates would sit
and listen to himfor hours. And his language, | would have

t hought that never soaked into them  They were uneducated, pretty
badly treated in whatever areas they worked. They were rough
men and pretty tough men, as a matter of fact, who in those days
cane to the Federation neetings in work clothes, clean and sone-
times not so clean--blue work shirts. Yet they sat and |istened
to these very erudite speeches and whatever Papa was telling at
the tine they understood.

He was a good organizer. He was a perfectly marvel ous
admi ni strator. These two abilities don't go together very often

you know. In addition he was a very conpetent negotiator. It
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is very rare that you find these three attributes in one person
| have known sonme others, of course. John L. Lewis was one

There was a new president came in fromthe miners, John
Wl ker, and they served for several years together before there
was a split in the miners, the progressive and something else
down state, and Wl ker decided to throw in his lot with the
mners and so he left the organization.

Then the teansters became the donminant group in the Feder-

ation and ny father worked very closely with them

Are you saying that the winers lefr the AF of L?
Cne group did. Theylaplit among themselves downétate. -I don't.
remember too much ﬁbomﬁ it excépt that it wés a very viglént
Asplit. I remémber my féther goiné ﬁo Herrin with &W nother and
he locked her'in the bedfoom whilé-ﬁe was gone. She wasﬁ't
al lowed out of the room because things were very dangerous there.
| was quite young at the time, 10 or 12. | knew these things
were going on. Papa tal ked about them at home. Many peopl e
came to the house to discuss these nmatters and so we |earned
about them

My father was violently against violence. He said it never
really solved anything. Yet, when he was a sailor he broke his
hand--now he didn't get that tripping on the sidewal k. By
the time | knew himhe was already pretty well shaped, | woul d
say, and he already had a good deal of confidence in hinself.
He stayed with the sailors quite a long time although his main

job was with the State Federation, partly, | suppose because of
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his personal interest in themand partly because the man who took
over after him Thomas Hanson, had four girls and the two men
had been friends for a good many years. The wives were friendly
and we girls were nore or less brought up together. Wen Hanson
died two of his girls were working in the office and ny father
stayed on to see that everything was alright with them After I.
was. married, the girls got narried and Dad left the sailors, |
can't remember when. |
| There was soﬁe zrouble on-the.west coa5t. Theie were some
lawsuits . There was also sone trouble with some reds within the
1abor mmvamenﬁ iﬁ illinhiﬁ; Foster--W,Z. They had a real battleg.
vat one of the cénvenkions.. There was hever any taint of this
: within.thé Féderatiqg, only unions belonged. Fmstér was active

within the local unions, prettw largely,as I recall it, downstate.

I

Some of the delegates were adbherents of Foster, and scme of the

meeting, the convention. 7That must have been a long time ago

becauge my memory of those. copventions were of men in work clothes.

| Do ybu think that was in the thirties?

R Yes, it probably was in the thirties. | began going to conventions
when | was 16. 1920 was ny first one and it was certainly after
that . | would assume it was probably in the early thirties, '31

or perhaps '32.

[ VWhat about these conventions?

R Well, 1'd gone to conventions off and on pretty regularly nore for
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fun, and it was away to get out of the house.

In those years they used to take the conventions to cities
that were considered to be needful of having a convention. They
used it for organizing because the del egates wouldn't stay in
a non-union hotel or eat at a non-union restaurant. If the
convention were to be held in Quincy, for exanple, it would be
known ahead of time and all the unions woul d begin organizing.

O course, the the hotels cooperated because they wanted the

busi ness. It was alsoconsidered a good way to educate the

people of the town as to why the Federation was in existence and
that its main purpose, always, was to affect legislation. Con-
ventions were open to the public, a good way to instruct the
populat»ion,and 80 _t’n«::.y we’re.‘tal{en all over Ehé state. The

Conveﬁt ion went to Streator once_,whvich I remembeg Veryvsvve'lzl, whebre_
it finally became necessary to”get fhe tomnsmonen'to cone in>énd
nmake sandwi ches for the del egates. The |ocal restaurants just
couldn't handle the nob scene that descended on the little town.

As tinme went on the del egates began to be nore particul ar
about the towns they chose. They voted for the large towns that
could offer better facilities. By this time, of course, the
del egates were getting a little nmore money. They, were younger
men, they had a little nore education, and they weren't about
to live in roomng houses. Now there are only two places
downstate to go. Springfield or Peoria; although neither is really
equi pped to handl e the convention with ease. It now runs sone-
where around 3,000 del egates and guests which is a pretty good

sized group for anyplace but Chicago
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Legislatively, ny father was, of course, very much involved
with the wonen's eight-hour day--all kinds of protective |egis-
iation. He did feel, however, that the legislation for which
they fought was not primarily for the unions. H's theory was,
what one |egislature gave, another |egislature could take away.

Uni on contract gains were nore difficult to |ose.

But he did fight for legiszlation?

. - He was the legislative representative for all the unions during

the yéars‘he was in éffice.-'Whén Mr. Soderstrom became president,
.He was a véry young manﬁcqmpatatively sbeaking. ﬁe_had been in
the 1egislatﬁre and tﬁey worked very well'togetherf It was my.

' fathet who held the Fﬁdgration.togethey and it was my faﬁher

‘who was the leadetr in the legiglature.

You were telling me sonething about the mine workers .

For example, after the nmine workers left, or the CIOleft, Papa
still was their spokesman in Springfield. He never openly
adnmtted that there was a ClQO He said that a union man was
a union man and had the right to all the services ny father
could provide. | don't know nuch about the niners' breakup.
Certainly as Lewis becane nore powerful and the mine workers
becanme better organized and a nore cohesive group, he began to
take in other kinds of people, rather than merely those who
worked in the mines. The AF of L was pretty backward in this
area. They prided thenselves on the skilled |abor that bel onged

to the AF of L. They were undoubtedly the |eaders in raising
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wages and inproving working conditions. They were by and | arge
the better educated people. In fact in all cases they were
educat ed peopl e.

They had to be in order to be skilled. On board ship they

had both unskilled and highly skilled men so that Papa was

al ways accustomed to working with both grades of people.

Were the seamen organized well?

On yes, no question about it. There was 2 cobesiveness among

~the sailors and other Haritims unions  that dida't exist in

Sthe? organizations, I suppose becausz the men were confined for
such, ioﬁg periods all~tugethérn' There was no way really to shut
off one group frow another, ﬁoAignére ﬁhgm, or even to ﬁigﬁrg~~
Uyou ﬁ&ke care of yourself."

I didn't know a great de%i of whatghabyaned‘tﬁithe miners
excepé:}as I sa'y,,b I knew Jack Waller a:uj_, T knew I,e*#is and Abei'_.
It doesn’t seem possible. Iﬁl;ertainly wasn't the Abel in
steei 1oV, Bué there were a pair of brothers at any rate,‘whé
ﬁere criginally mine workers émd then Became very influentia}
in Steei. I di&ﬁ't xeaily know these‘éeopie. I wet them aﬁ

conventions. . They came to our home. My father used his home for

business quite a lot.

How | arge was it?

W had a little five room bungal ow on North Avenue--two bedroons,
aliving room a dining room and a kitchen. M nother |iked
company and she liked people for dinner. She also liked her

husband and one way of getting him hone was to have people cone
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to our house.

| was married when | was 20 and left home. I still lived
in Chicago. The day | found out | was pregnant ny sister died
and | returned hone and | stayed for about two years. During

those years | was pretty largely occupied with trying to learn
to run ny own honme and take care of my kids.

The depression hit us at this point. It struck the adver-
tizing buain&sé:in which my hﬁsband wiorked as aﬁ'artist, months.
bef ore anyone el se wasxn really affected. 01;11? struggles began
in my owa home and Ildidn‘t‘ﬁee nearly as wuch of ny father as
1 had hefore. |

My father was blind for about 8 years so it nust have 'been

1ud
[0]

arcound 1917 that it began.  He had caELaracts. ie also became ill.
He was working very hard. dx,xring_i:hg mﬁ‘f‘.‘z.‘ vears, traveling a g;re:ai:
de&iffof mhe.war‘pﬁodugtinﬁ, @vaffﬁhiﬂg fha&»was'i§volved‘wiéh
keeping the men working dﬁriﬁg'the‘war.

When the war ended he becane quite ill. He was |osing about
three pounds every day. He was a big man, an enornpus nman and
cane down to a skeleton. He went away for about six nonths to
Florida. They never did find out what was wong with him He
just fell apart. He was off for six nonths and then came back
and took up where he left off. H's eyes continued to get worse.
My nother or sister or | used to walk to the elevated trains with'
him and his secretary met himat the other end. In the evening
the arrangenment was reversed.

‘ Aﬁ that time he needed more thén my mother or I coﬁid givé

him. He needed scmeone who knew exactly what he was doing from
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day to day. Mss. Hibbard, his secretary, read everything to him
she traveled with him  Sonebody had to | ook him over when he got
dreesed to see that his clothes were clean and in order. M father
coul d never have gotten along wi thout Mss Hi bbard, there's no

question about this in ny mind. He felt this way too

Could you tell me a little about her?

She was not a very |ikeable person and | think nobody would dis-
agree with this. But she did give up her entire life for the

job. She finally noved to a hotel near the office so she woul dn't
have as far to go hone. O if Papa wanted her in the norning

she could get up and come to the office quite quickly and did this.
She sat until he got ready to go home. When he left, she.left.
I:suppbsé shé-knaw as much.about everything he did as he didv
_himself.'

. He had‘the first operat ion for cataractsbin 1924; oh“one

eyé, and it was quite successful. The next year the other one.
He had.it-done»in Niles;:Michigan.'I'can‘t remember the naﬁe of -
the doctor, but he was not considered a legitimate doctor. The
medi cal profession had no use for him He had a series of "hos-
pitals" he called them in town. They were just hones. The
wonmen who ran the honmes and owned them were trained under his
direction. The operation took place, | assume, in a hospital,

| really don't know. The patient was renmoved to one of these
homes. Then he sat or lay for a nonth in the dark in one of these
hones eating mush. No chewing was allowed, nothing hot and

nothing cold. No drafts, the room was extrenmely warm |t nust
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have been hell to live for a whole month like this. Then, as
time went on he was pernitted to have a little red light in the
room \Wen he finally cane home he had his eyes bandaged but

he could get out of bed occasionally. Periodically during the
day he would take the bandage off and was able to sit in a

rat her darkened room | don't recall how long this took but
woul d suspect about a nonth, perhaps, after he got home. But
then his eyes were fine. Before Papa went to this doctor the
other doctors said they could do, nothing for him There was a
very famous doctor in MIlwaukee, Schnmitt | think his name was,
who said he thought an operation could be possible at some |ater
date. 1 suppose Papa was impatient. But good God! Impatience
isn;t the ﬁofd;;'ﬂebhad a family to support; he had ajgood job
‘in-which ne wasvtérrificaliy involved.: He jﬁst'couldn't sit

cand wait for sowsone to decide this is the time. In any event,

he did po tc Miles and the doctor did the two operations. .They
were both very successful. Papa had no problens with his eyes, al-

t hough he wore very heavy gl asses. It made quite a difference

n our lives | may say. When he was blind even such a little
thing; such as cleaning the house was difficult. M nother could
never nove a piece of furniture. Everything had to be precisely
in the same spot

My father was really quite a remarkable man. Those years
that he was blind, very very few people except those intinate
with himknew it. He had an arrogant manner, and of course was
very reserved. So when people would come see himin his office

he would rise and hold out his hand and wait for callers to
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come and get it. In this case his arrogance really served a very
good pur pose.
lie never ate in public. Miss Hibbard used to bring his

lunch and lay it on his desk and tell him where everything was

and go out and shut the door.. No matter who you were you didn't

v

get in until Papa had finished his lunch. Then Miss Hibbard
would come in and make sure he hadn't dropped anything on himself.

I remenber one speech ne wade, [ think it was at the Saks

Memorial meeting. Dy, Saks committed suicide in protest against.

cpolirical dnvolvement in the treatment of tuberculosis patients

in Chicago. They had a memcrial at the Auditorium and my father
made tie address. My mother and I wers in the audience and Papa
got carried away wich what he was saying and he moved away from

the tittle podium and. stepped Lovward: Ve thought surely he was
- h : pﬁ ] & o Ly

a3

stage inbeo the pit. His sécfetary was on
the 3£age_with.him'and she‘&omk Sk a'piéce of papef Lyom her.
prge and handed it’to him. Fe Jooked at it and frowded at her
and shook his head and she walked away but what she had said to
him was, ”Yﬁu‘ra ét the adge ofvthe platform, two steps back and
ﬁbieébsteps over,' or whatever it was. lHe stood right there and
continued his speech and véry carefully stepped back and put his
hand on the podium and then never méved.

The policeman at Michigan and‘Wackef Drive usedvto losé his -
mnd because Papa would wait just so long for the traffic to
stop and then he'd walk right out into it. O course, we didn't

have traffic lights. He marched along the street and carried a

cane but he didn't use the cane as a blind man does. He wal ked
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along precisely as you or I, as fast and sure as if he knew where
he were going, but of course he didn't go anywhere al one. He

al ways had sonmebody with him In later times a cab used to cone
and pick himup. That was not for his blindness but for tinme.

He never owned or drove a car, although nother did.

He retained everything. H's secretary could read a letter
once and he could imediately dictate fromit. Read an article
in a newspaper once and he had it forever. He was very fond of
quoting from phil osophers, poets. And | suppose he'd only read
the things once.

He was a particularly considerate father, | think. He was
marvel ous to ny children, as many grandfathers are not . He took
them wi th hi mwhenever he could, trying to help then to see why
what he was doing was inportant. To have a real feeling for
| earning, for exanple, not for how many dollars it would get you,

but for your own developrment. For awhile he and nmy daughter

corresponded in verse . He was particularly fond of nmy son. My

daughter's interests weren't with people. She liked animals and

was determined to go into veterinary nedicine but nmy son is, very
much like ny father. | often say he's got the best of both ny
not her and father. He's got ny nother's personality and charm
and ny father's brains, a very good combination. He went into
| abor law and is now a United States Federal Mediator.

| suppose nost of Papa's tinme was taken up in |egislature.

Ch, | got to the depression when the rackets began.

Before you go into that, you had mentioned 1917 and your father's
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i mpending blindness at that time. You were on the eve of Wrld

War |, of course, and there was within the |abor novenent sone
division. | wonder if you remenber sone of the controversies
around it.

R Not really no. In 1917 | was thirteen years old. ['m sure |

woul d have known there was somnething distrubing Papa and woul d
have heard sonething and seen, sonething and seen people coning

to the house.

I HQ didn't discuss the war at home--the question of pacifism or
patriotiém?

R I'w sure wy father was not a pacifist. Philosophically he felt
that violence didn't accomplish anything. Cn the .other hand ﬁe
was'a'strong:defendef of home and country. He hgd been working
veﬁy«hard{'.ln faét that's why we felt he had fhis nervous
'breakdown;,because he had been traveling all over thé counﬁrj
italking with working men and he was trying to keep the men’wﬁrkihg'

‘before the war effort.

. | don't understand that . WAs there some question of strikes?

R Oh yes, a great deal. On the other hand nmy father felt that
there ought to be strikes even in war tine. He was not about
to let the enployers gather in their big profits at the expense
of the workers. If the nen weren't well cared for he thought a
strike was not only proper but necessary. He felt that it was
not only up to the workers to keep the war effort going , it was

everyone's responsibility. He was a patriot certainly, but probably
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a world patriot. He did feel that as long as we were at war, we
had to keep the machinery moving, not however at the expense of
the guy who was working in the shop, or certainly no nore at

his expense then that of everyone el se.

‘What was he doing~-what we might call mediating at that point?
Wellg to some éxﬁent, but to d:very little extent. Actually,
‘his work w5 mostiy with govermment officials, pressuring them to
do the mediatiog, préssuring them to see that the men on the job
'got W Q&s coming to them. In tha s&ipyaida,for exdmplc, he

-

Lk about the importance of keeping

8

'Light~go.to a shipyard and ta
the work geoing so fhe ships wers buill and going out. Mostly
his work would be with gOVErTIRalt aﬁfiéiala audﬂrepresengétives“”
; of‘the prﬂducers; agd_the owg&fs; Lo éﬁe‘%h&ﬁ éhé medrgmt as -
muﬁh as they could get. 1 nan remsuber several cceasions when‘ 
’ strikesvwere iuﬁthe«gffiug". H@»thoughﬁ thiﬁ was too bad. ﬁe
-often got violent about'thé factbﬁhat he felt the people who
.contxdlled industry wefe-uéiﬁg thé-war effort as an excuse to
walk more heavily on the mea Qhﬁ warked:for them, to line their
oW1 pqckets uoc»only at the exéense of the men but'ofvthe country
as well. He was certainly not a pacifist

| have no recollection of his nmaking any speeches in favor
of the war at that time. However, | do know that the walls in
his office and at home were covered with citations fromthe
president, fromthe governor and so on in various areas of war
effort. | expect that this continued even during the second

Wrld War. He was a strong adherent of Roosevelt, of course
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And it was Papa who got the convention to endorse Roosevelt,
something that no convention had ever done. They never took
political positions.

The Federation did recommend voting on one simple basis and
the Federation still does this to a large extent. They keep
track.of the legislétor's voting récord. Now they have little )
flags and a 4 ﬁiag man'is an. endorsed man. In those days they
didn't have the flags but the voting records were always 1isted;
I'can rémemﬁer the Federation.and wy fnéhet in particular, getting

‘

for Stephen Day. T have absolutely no recollection

Of Day at all except I thought he was tevrible. My father's
point of view was very very prajpwatic. Me said we do not endorse
individuals except on the basis of their record as far as it

applies to laber. Because this was the only common interest all

the union mewbers had, any other course could cause a real divi- .

sion within the trade union woovement. T was violently opposed

to Day and L thought he was the devil himself, which of course

‘was something my father would never agree with. He thought mine

was a very childish attitude, which I assume it was. But Mr.

Day got the endorsement of the Federation.

‘Vhat was the watter with him?

I can't remember. But Papa said, “If we have a rule, we have a
rule. The only thing that recommendation means is that his labor
record is good." |t could be as bad as poison in every other area
but if it was good in labor. then they listed his good record and

you couldn’'t deny it. | think Day was defeated. | say this with
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pl easure. | used to argue with ny father a lot and it was al ways
a real pleasure if nmy side won. M father's side usually won.

My attitude was purely enotional I'mquite sure. But this is

still a very difficult thingtonot want to vote for a given

person, when hislabor record has been an excellent one. This

hasn't been the only case. There've been other cases as well.
Barrett O Hara was in the U S. House. He had an absolutely per-
fect labor record and I wouldn't vote for himfor all the tea

- in China.

her beligved din rules, and 1f the rules turned out

vy fat

“to be wrong then you changed them. You didn't go one way on
.'I\ionday and another way onTLe”dmj © He fezit th.atb to have a

st:e-:ac_ﬁy route to go ‘doi.m wa‘» b(;gLfor eyer)rbody. He felt very
strongly that w.‘)'.t,hin‘thg txta.clevx;x1';on movement, as a whclr’:, the
‘ 'b"pr‘itﬁary bésis for judgement was 511 .bow effectbive‘ the man were in
the shop. He was interested in everything el se, and had a great
deal to say about everything el se but decisions were made on
the basis of what happened in the shop.

You went to church for decisions of what happened in the
Church. This was another area in which he was extrenely invol ved,
and very dogmatic. He was in favor of public schools. He coul dn't
care |l ess about private schools. | never heard hi msay anything
agai nst private schools, but he felt that every dollar the country
coul d scrape together should go for public schools, that every
kid had a right to the opportunity to get the best education. [|'m
not sure if he thought college was for everybody. That was never

a factor when nmy father was alive
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| think he felt no bitternessabout his own chil dhood,

or lack of it. | heard people say quite often, "Well, you made

it." And he'd say "Yes, but | was lucky." He was strong, he
had the ability. But he felt no child should ever have to go
through his experience. The result, of course, was that we
were pretty badly spoiled in nany ways . Badly spoiled! Very
shel t er ed! But we always knew where our noney cane from what
he was doing for a living and what it meant to the country and
t;_he .peop.le. f‘vor whor‘r.l_ he work.gd.-

'He wés a wmmderful father. He had a very strict sense of
‘Qhat waé right and wrong for Himself. ‘There were no excuses.
He said that for a man |ike hinmself there were no excuses for

wrong doing because he khew batter. He was only Slightly-less
StriCEJWiﬁh us in thié matter. He said we had had the advantages
of it good honme and a good rearing and we knew better. For sone-
body else, sympathy. Not for what they did, but because they
were unable to control thenselves, to be good people.

He had courage, nuch nmore than nost people have, | think
But he also realized that nuch of this came to hi mbecause he

was born with it. Everyone wasn't born this way so he had no

criticisns for those who couldn't neke the grade as he had done

Did his children ever cross himin this way? Ever fail to.
measure up?

Oh ny goodness yes! He would be terribly upset and di sappoi nted.
This affected both nmy sister and nme very deeply. To have Papa

angry with you was really a very serious situation. W had the



Smedstad 22

bathroom. We sét on éhe tub and my father sat on the téilet and
 w¢ got'talked‘to. He wéuld feally rip. the skin off you without
ever laying é‘finger on you, as he could;tc anybody.

1 aloped; fof goodness sake, which was certainly croséiﬁg
v ﬁy_father in»abput the Biggest way a girl couid. I think my father
felt unhappier about that than anytﬁing else I could ever have
done. vaever; L had»d feeling that wy father was never going to
let me marry ényba&y, a very foolishl thought, of course. My
husband and 1 had a y&fy successful wmarviage but T think in
‘a large part it was bpecause I never coutd have admitted'anything
was wrong to my father; _Hé'wuuld cever have held scill for it
'and'nﬁfhuabamdfsﬁnmther would never have beld still for this.
Betwoen thé two OF them my husband and 1 gon oveg our hurdles.

Therg were other things of aourﬁé. Now, I never did.&nything.g
really terrible--largely because T just wouldn't let my’fathef
catch me ag anything. WQZQHafréleda We used to argue bitterly
about a lot of things. I waLE hﬁ&détromg and very spoiled, but
.he,continued to spoil mer It was a very traumatic period for
.‘him; I Ehink,when Iwanﬁ Lo work. Hé jugc couldn't see th his
daughter had to gw to wa%k; ‘He cauldﬁ't see why I couidn't take

money from him, which I wouldn't.

How ol d were you then?

Thirty-seven!  The truth is I'ma conpletely different person
than | was at thirty-seven. | don't know, nyself, how | came to
the decision that | had to go to work. It amazes ne to this day.

| don‘t like to think about the kind of person | was before. |
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believed that | was special. | did. M father said | was and
he was always right. W all felt this way, nmy nother, ny sister
and |. Papa really thought he had the nmost wonderful children
and the best wife. | think nmy father really believed it, so
we believed it, too. Intine it finally dawned on me that this

was one place that Papa was w ong. | wasn't really all this good

What was his view of what women should do--just stay home and

not really know wiat was happening in the world?

1<

L don't think he felt that this was thelr place. 1 thiok he

felt that this was their place. 1 thirk he felt, bowever,
that this was where nost women wanied to be. He thought they
had a right to be taken core of. I1'm suie he felt this very

strougly. His - objection to my going Lo work was solely on this

basis, that I had a right to be - taken carve of, and that since

alr rhat point ey husband was wneble Lo 4o 80, he would, with
all the will in the world. This would have been no sacrifice to

him. My wmother didu't agree with that I way say.

Then you were not raised to be a self-sufficient person?

By no neans. | was raised to be taken care of, although | had
to behave nyself in big and little ways. | can remenber once at
a convention one of two brothers | mentioned before, whose nane
| can't remenber, asked ne to dance and | declined. They were
little men, rather on the hefty side. M father asked, "Wy?"

| said | wouldn't dance with such a little man. My father said,

"That's up to you, but you don't dance with anyone else. You just
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sit there. These men are not asking you to dance because you're
so nice. Theyre asking you to dance because they're paying me

a compliment. These men wanted to take care of my daughter.” He
said, “These men have bought every article of clothing you wear."
At a dance he’s giving me this lecture. “Everything you’ve got
on your back is paid for by the work of these men,” he said.

“You can either be polite and dance with them or dance with nobody.”
I sat there the rest of the evening which broke my heart . Even
in such little things as this, it never entered my mind to disobey
him. I disobeyed him on other_ occasions of course, but when Papa
was ﬁhere a'nd':laid down the law this is what‘ ybu did.

One year I wasg 'vet;y 1mfartuﬁ;z~.te in driwving the car. I had
ss'i'_'x acciden‘ts in just a few montlhis. _vl dic].n‘tbhave. anythin'g to |
do with thewm. ‘In, one T bwamsn't even in 'the cay and in a couple
f others I was sta::w.o‘.:i,ng‘; still and another c:a;r ran into me. I

" was warcied and had. ;:):t-,atty good sized kids at the time and my

i first 1:.}mught wag, ‘How am. T goingto tell Papal” ‘Although T knew
he would have been terribly upset because I might have been

injured, not that he thought something might have happened to the car.

It was rather tragic really to go on thinking you were
someone special . That the people all over were there to look out
for me. I really got it all the time, too, because people had such
a great admiration and tremendous respect for my father and many
had a deep affection for my mother. All of which dripped over

onto me.
tape 2

I. You were saying the reason you graduated from high school..
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You know, | said that people admred and respected him |
remenber the years that the gangsters had gotten into so nany of
t he unions. Even they respected Papa. Wien M. Fitchie of the
M I k Wagon Drivers Union was kidnapped, for exanple, it was ny
father who was the go-between to take the nmoney and be sure that
M. Fitchie was delivered unharned, which he was.

O sonetinme later when there was a real struggle between
the retail clerks--the gangsters had gotten control and there
didn't seen téibéiﬁery much of émything the officers could do.
ébout'iﬁ.’ My father simply‘caiied‘up and said, "Bring your
bookg over;” aﬁd theyidid;' Nobody ﬁould.believe tﬁaﬁ this
couldihaépen. |

Hé reofgahized nganizationm during those years by making
speeches and talking everybody dwwmyzggtting'couragg where there

wasn't any.

Do you want to tell ne a little nore about these gangsters in

t he union?

Vell, within the Federations there was really no danger of their
taki ng over because it didn't have any noney. The npney cane
from union per/capita tax. But other unions that did have
treasuries, the Teansters, Hotel and Restaurant, Retail C erks--

these are the ones | know best

What vyear was this?
Vell, the '30's of course, mddle '30"s. Mich of this took place

when ny children were in school. It went on for about two years.
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It was probably around 1933-34. For a long period, for exanple,

| never left the house without telephoning ny father or nother or

the office, saying, for example, "lI'mgoing to the butcher store
and will be back in 20 mnutes." But if | didn't get waited on
| didn't stay. | Went honme and tel ephoned and said, "I didn't
get waited on. I'l'l have to go back again." My children were

pi cked up in car every norning and driven to school.

‘Was this, fear of your being kidnapped?

That's rvight, not for the woney that the Fedevation could give,
but because my father was held in such high esteem. Gangsters
could bring pressure by stealing one of my children or me. That.

would pressure my father into pressuring unions to relax or give

them woney. They didn't want wmoney in hand. What they wanted

was officers, decisions, you know. Uot in rhe Federation, but

in local unions.. .

Take the Lilk‘Wagon Diivers Uhion, whose officaré thought
very highly of ny father for good reasons, had they taken one
of my children father could certainly have gone to the MIk
Wagon Drivers and said, ;Tﬁey've gob my kid. They wani S0,0CO
dollars.”  And I‘m:sure he would havevgotten it. Or Hé could
have operated negatively by ceésing to pressure union nenbers
to cone to union neetings, by ceasing to pressuring the union
officers to stand up, to get police protection, to work against
t hem

My children were never allowed to |eave the school. At

recess they had to stay close to the building. The principle
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was warned that nobody was to cone and get the children except
me or their driver

| didn't go to church ever. But one Sunday | forgot about
this. It nust have been about 1936 or so. The children had gone
to Sunday school and for sonme reason we all went to church. |
forgot to call ny Father and when | got home the police were
around the building. | called nmy father and he was absolutely
livid'withbfury‘l He éaid he called and no one answered so he
sent -a ﬁaxi over, and the taxi driver said he rang the bell and
he could ﬂeaf the degs, but nmbody‘answeﬁed the door so he called
tﬁe police. »Th&& surroundéd the hecuse and we marched:in. My
father was ﬁerrified.the whole bunch of us had heen kidnapped or
killed. |

He did a great daal»of speaking during those years to union
méeiings,-;elling thém‘thé only way these people céuld he,kept
out of the union was if union members attended regul&riy all
uﬁiun meat ings . They Cou;d terrify and immobilize.ulﬁingle union
officer or two or three, but they couldn't do this to 5,000 nenbers
who woul d cone regularly .

| can remenber many of the teamsters' officers for exanple,
who lived for years with police in the house, w th nachine guns
hi dden behind chairs. Ray Bryant's wife said she hated to get up
to go to the bathroom during the night because she knew t here was
a man in the next roomw th a nachine gun. She couldn't just
get up quietly and go to the toilet. She' d have to say, "I'm
getting up to go to the toilet." They could never wal k around
in their homes w thout being conpletely dressed and had to keep

their bedroom doors shut because there were always police inside
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and outside the house.
We didn't have this but we didn't go anywhere without
l etting sonebody know where we were and where we were goi ng and

when we expected to cone hone.

How was this police protection arranged, do you know?

| think people sinply called the superintendent of police and
said they needed police protection. They got it. It's very
simple, even today. If you're a person of soﬁe public importance -
and you néad police protection you get it. It was even simpler
.“in thbse days becaﬁse ﬁhe rqle of the gangster was well known.
It was no secret.

I was alwﬁys kiﬁd‘of &mused and never undarsﬁamd how-it

hﬁppened, | but the man who kidnapped Mr. Fitchie was ﬁév‘er brought"
to tri&l.'*-ihere w&é no evidence. But he was sent to jail for
vnot: paving income tax .fm the ransom mor;e);, I just don't kllO‘ill" how
that.happened. This i sn'f a secret. This is well knomh. It was

in the papers. He went to jail for inconme tax evasion but not

for ki dnappi ng.

They' re both federal offenses aren't they?
Yes, but | don't think kidnapping was a federal offense at that
time. Kidnapping didn't becone a federal offense until after

Lindberg's baby. As a matter of fact there was apparently no

way our |aws could get these men except by federal income tax
evasion. It always seemed to me a terrible thing that we had to

get them by the back door for what | really considered to be a
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relatively mnor offense. | pay ny incone tax very meticul ously
| assure you, but not because | think it’s crimnal not to. |
just want a good country and | think ny taxes are making this a
good place for me to live and | nmust carry nmy share of the burden.
But I caan't get excited about income tax evasion.

The man did a terrible thing kidnapping--Grace Fitchie was.

- with her father when he was kidnapped and was a pretty terrified

young woman. They couldn't gec hiw for that, but they could get

~him for this relatively minor offense of income tax evasion.

‘Now at gome time in through here  Harry Dridges emerged. Do you

remerber your father talking about him?
Yes, my father disliked Harry Bridges inteansely. He was violently.

oppnsed to Commupnism, and we'rse tallking about the Russian brarnd.

" in wmany ways you can draw a vary good parailel between the aims

and goals of the Trade Uni on‘l\/bvement and religion and Communi sm
as it's witten. It'sinthe practice where the great changes
t ake pl ace.

| can remenber when | first started to, work, there was a
good deal of infiltration by the Comunists into trade unions.
And the union for which I was working had had difficulties. They
were with the Retail, Wolesale and Department Store enpl oyees,
and had withdrawn fromthat union and becone an independent
organi zation and then joined the Building Service. They in-
herited me, by the way. The union |I was working for was falling
apart. So they said, "You can have this office. Ms. Snedstad's

running it, so nove in there with her."
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W had lots of talks on how to run our union neetings, so
that if we had any commies who were likely to disrupt the neetings
or try to take over the unions, we'd know how to deal with them
We had a good deal of nmaterial fromthe AF of L which was supposed
to be of help. But if you |looked at the material objectively,
everything you were to | ook out for was what a good uni on man
wéuld he doing. You know, he came early and he stayed late. He
had souskhing to éay ébout every subject that came up. My feeling
>was-that gvefj,unibn member cught Lo be there on time and stay ”
until tiae end, that everybody‘oﬁgﬁa.to have sometihing . to say
about the subjects #mder ciscusgion. The AF of L pamphlet listed
’céftain thiﬁgs the commies weré foy, like public education, equality
fox VORen . A11 these things waré listed under trade umion goals,
someihing to say about how tha plan: is run. Lt depends on how

~you interpret these geals., Wa took it fo wean that:

¥

members had a wight to say sometbing about the conditions under =
izwﬁich they wo@ked, But on the whqle, if you just read it super-
vficial;y, every clue to recognize a comuie was a clue to recogﬁize
a gobd.txade uniouistﬁ ALL the aims and goals of the Communist
 Party-were alsa_thé aims and goals of the Trade Union Movement .
.And we used to discuss it at éur union meetings and our ekecutivé i

board meetings.

This was the Retail Cerks?
No, | was with the Building Services. W were organi zed rather

hap-hazardly. W had nachini sts, nmechanics, people who made the

building go. W had opening and narketing, receiving and shipping,
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everybody in the restaurants. In those days you got certification
pretty much on the extent of organizing. If you organized a
bit here and there in a plant, then all those actions were in the
union. The places you didn't organize weren't.

It was at about this tine that the organization at Marshall
Fields took place. To this day we still have bits and pieces.
W had the guys who worked with the women who worked at night
washi ng floors. That's about the bottom of the list, pay wise
anyway . And we al so had the man who ddesigned the el evators, who
was in a class by hinmself. W had to dreamup a title for himso

he'd get nore pay.

I You had a vertical organization then?

R | never think of it inthose terms. | think of it as industrial .

It originally had been a CIO union and organized in that fashion.

Wien | came into the picture they were already set up,although
not certified, had no contract, and had done no negotiating. That

took place later.

[ They had conme back into the AF of L, then?
R. They had never been in the AFL. They had been in the CI O Wen
they left the Whol esale-Retail Department Store International they
were independent; they realized they couldn't really operate
i ndependently. This is nonsense. You have to have an affiliation.
So the Building Service International offered them sanctuary, so

to speak, and noney. So they becane a part of the Building Service.
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Now, presumably your father could see sone difference, or he

woul d have felt Harry Bridges was a very good uni on man

Vell, ny father knew the difference between a good union man
and a conmie. I nmyself would find it very difficult to dif-
ferentiate. | had | ooked at sonme people | have been told are

conmes and as a matter of fact | don't happen to like them

but I would be very hard put to tell you why | didn't |ike them
But ny father knew the difference very well. He disaproved of
Bridges, |'mnot sure wholly on those grounds . ' m sure he

woul dn't have liked Bridges no matter what he was, but it was

on the basis of his Communist affiliations. You see ny father
thought really that unions should be even purer than a chqrch

~He fell wvery strt.‘»mg;l‘y about this.. He felt unions were in
ezxiﬁt:anc‘e‘ .'Ec;rv one 1‘.’(3‘.&:5‘()}:1. cnly aﬁd t:'nat was to help the man in the
shop to be a better person and to live a better life, not to
control them not to nmanipulate them but to |et himnake his

own decisions and abide by them to help themto nake good

deci sions for the body, not one man agai nst anot her. He thought
the Russian brand of Comruni smwas just one nore way to tie people
down, to prevent them from being individuals and |iving good

lives.

He believed strongly in denocracy, while recognizing that
it's a very inefficient way to run anything. He thought every-
body ought to know everything about what was goi ng on. It was
he who began listing itemby itemthe financial records of the
Federation, every dime that was spent. M first job was concerned

with very mninmal bookkeeping, like house records actually.
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The union took in so much dues and spent so nuch. | knew not hi ng
about bookkeeping. Papa said all you have to know is that those
books shoul d be kept so clear that with the very mniml explan-
ation the | east educated of your mernbers can understand where the
money came from and what you spent it'for.ilﬁe kept his own books
this way. Many of his fellow officers disliked this. They thought
théﬁe'wgre Somﬂ dangeré, and thefe vere, in lettiug everyone know
what tﬁg&ir fi‘,na.x.:laaets were. Your enemies would know just how much -
pressure you could @ichstan@.
When 1 fivsc @ent_with the Marshall Field union we kept our
‘ r&cords“very Secret_because if the Company had once learned how
little woney we had, they would ﬁave been glad to have‘a strike
because théy cbﬁid haﬁe broken it and wuined the union completely.
BQ& by keupiﬁg iﬁ secret andvthraﬁing Mr. McFetridges's
- pame around (his union had a good deal of money) we kept them off
éur baﬁksf L&ter,'of coufse; vhen we had setitled the strike‘and
were negotiating with Fields we did have regular financial reports
that were available to everybody. W didn't print them and
circulate them as my father did. We‘just couldn't afford it.
There wasn't enough moneyb. |
May 1 say it was.always-kind of a sore point with me. 1.
always felt that somehow we could have managed. On the other
hand the president of our union was a very fine man and agreed
with me as a matter of principle. | had to acknow edge the fact
that he probably knew better how to spend the nmoney than | did.

It was a prejudice on ny part.

At that point | was still struggling, not to fill. my father's
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shoes, but at least be a credit to him In a very | arge sense

| have lost that feeling, thank goodness. To be a credit to him
in nmy behavior, this I could do, hut for the rest | had only ny
own intelligence. | didn't have his. | had to do only what |

could do. | wasn't nmy father and never could be

Mow,  apparently he knew Bridges?

Yes.

Did he ever come to your home?
Ko. No one ever came to cur home that ay fathey didn't approve

of, at least partially.

Do you think’yo@r'father had this intuitive feaiing that wou
_have, - people you don'tjlike, you think would be dangerous to -
thé»union? |

I think he truﬁted»his own evaluation‘pf peonple as.individﬁals'

. very much.

Do you think he would have opposed-Bridges had he.not been a
Communi st ?

| don't think you could answer this. | suspect that the kind of
person he was, Papa would have never felt conplete confidence
inhim It wuld be very difficult to say this. | know t hat
Papa worked with any nunber of people in whom he had somnethi ng

| ess than conplete confidence. Under those circunstances |

always felt that these were people that ny father felt he could
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keep from going too far out of line.

I remember one period for example, when the Retail-Clerks
were having very, very great difficulty, partly with the racketeers
and partly because of their own ineptness. He put a man in as
their chief officer, which by the way he had no right to do at all.
He had no authority over unions. No Federation man does. But the
unions had so much confidence in him that they let him do pretty
much as he wished. At any event he gave them this man and said,

- "He'll be your chief officer, but no union should have as a chief
officer auybodf who hasn't -been a .'erkirt‘.g me:nl?er Cu. thvel union. So.
you keep Mr. Dahm until you get your affairs straightened out aﬁd
imnediately begin looking for a retail clerk, a man who works in
the shoup to take.h,is place."” 1'm sure that he wouldn't have done
‘this had he kif:ﬁ;.n.l he _cmu,lbdn't control Mr. Dahm. I mean this in .a
‘good Sénse. }:Ze would have not pﬁt: a man in there who he thought
would take over the union and run it and say, “Nobody’s running
against me," or who build up his own organization within the union.
Mr. Dahm ran the union for I don’t know how long, I'm sure not a
very long period. Dahm was out of the teamsters. I've forgotten
what local, Milk Driver's I think. There had been an overturn of
the officers there and Dahm was a very competent men. My father
felt he wouldn't build an organization of his own and take over,
that we would consider himself somewhat of a trustee. An inter-
national will sometimes do this, you know, always knowing that it’s
a temporary situation, that eventually the union will reorganize
itself and will take over its own affairs. This has happened on

more than one occasion.
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| keep wondering about this wonen's lib novenent. |'m sure
ny father woul d have been very nuch distressed about the whol e
thing. He encouraged nmy nother to involve herself in outside
activities, in the suffragette noverment for exanple, and with
the Wonens Trade Union League, which nmy father felt very warm
affection for and for nost of the wonmen who were in it. Al though
he recognized their ability and their inportance, he wasn't
happy about some of the very wealthy wonmen who invol ved thensel ves
| can remenber he was quite critical of the Robins with whom
he was very friendly, perhaps friendlier than anyone | knew, who
were very wealthy people, well educated, cultured people who |ived
in th.é slum area énd no watter how close they stuck wit"n ity L}Cy
wvere never going to be. He appreciated the money and the effort
put into it. ‘,IB(:.‘th Robins ' fea.lly vorked very hard. They g«:ivve of -
t’?;emsélves as xc-'c-z.11- as their money . N
 ;_Jahe Addams, Mary‘M§Dowe1l, wy father deeply admiréd»l'think
my father veuld have preféfréd to see the vorking women fiéht
their own battles, while recognizing it wasn't always possible
W knew these wonen well. They liked nmy nother; everybody |iked
ny nother, frankly. They were hard years. From nost of the harsh-
ness we were kept pretty isolated. We were really badly spoil ed.
| suppose before nmy father was married he nmissed having a hone,
mssed a warm family life. \Wen he got married he just thought

this was all the world could ever give him W used to laugh at him

You nmean he left hone early?
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Yes, his parents died when he was very young and he was on his

own (nore or less) fromthe tinme he was about 12 | suppose, 11

or 12, He went to sea, the Geat Lakes actually. He never sailed
on the ocean. Born in Chicago, and this was always his hone, in

so far as he had a home port. | actually really know very little,
in fact nothing, about his life. He was reluctant to tal k about
it. He'd say it was a very harsh life and no child should ever

go through it, and then he'd imediately begin tal king about sone-
thing else.

I can remember -when I had my . first .ba.by, a girl. You'd think
.that_ p! f.xad‘ done sowething é}f.trem‘ely smirt, clever, aund that probablj
nobody else had done anything quite ?‘:}_‘115 marvelous. He haunted
the ho::;.pf_tal. ‘He haunted the baby's room when we got it home.
When my second_v child was a bo_x} - sood loxd -- for anybody to
f}:f:dﬁce two such womderful c;:'f:lzz',.i.;ci’s.;eref 7;‘hi's_ .zls; 're;a‘l.].y funny but tblvle
truch is }?'éipa, J:ea}..‘ly believed f;i:z’i.-:s.

Pa.pa‘ 1:r.ea.d: Bundesou's beoks. He was the Commissioner of Hea-lth.'
here. In the beginning he was a very good nman and he published
books for new mothers. You got a book every month for the first
six months | think. Well, ny father read them as assiduously as
my nother and | did. Qurs were renarkabl e babies and they had to
be taken care of. He bought a pramfor Caryl from England, for
CGod's sake! Big damm thing -- it was |ike an autonobile you were
pushing around. But his darling had to have sonething nobody el se
had because she was a very special child. There was a very deep

affection between ny father and the children, nore | think than

with nost grandparents. He treated them as equals, expected a great
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deal of them | think my father got a great deal of pleasure

and a great deal of satisfaction fromthem as they did from him

In the neanwhile we were tal king about some of the problens of

| abor unions, the gangsters, your father's feelings about trade
unions. You nentioned that he left the seamans union. Did you

feel at that tine he felt it was because he could not contro
Bridges that he got out?

No. You see Papa really didn't have a great deal of persona
influence on the Wﬁst‘Coast. The infivence there belonged to
Andrew Furuseth, wao was the president of_the organization. Papa's
Ainflﬁence and sphere of éccivityAwas ﬁhe Great Lakes and the FKast
Coast. I don't kunow what happened on the West Coast. Tapa didn't
tall abdutﬁ  It hit him very bard. Fer éx&mple% he paid dues éll
these yeafs._.His liﬁtie blue book, without which you.cén‘t sail‘lv
aﬁywherc,in fhe ﬂnited Stat&s; waé one of his ﬁbsi pfecious pmﬁée3u‘
sions. I think it's Yery‘diffibuit for a'nonéunion‘ﬁerﬁoﬁ o
understand but for a good active union man, to give up his dues
card is alnost |like getting a divorce -- even today.

Now when Papa went out of the seamen's union, and | think very
frankly he was in effect forced out both through Bridge's influence
and changes in the organization. There was sinply no place for
Papa. He then becane a nenber of the ediotrial witers. They
had a little union here at the tinme. | think my father al nost
fell apart when he had to join another union. But he was no |onger
a sailor.

This happened to one of our nen here who's since gone. Paul
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bel onged to the Autoworkers. In order to remain on the AFL-CIO
job he had to get a card from another union. Terribly upset! The
other unions; of course, were glad to give hima card, a courtesy
thing. | |

T have such a courtesy card myself. 1 don't feel the way

they do about it.because my beginning was different.

.Iﬂdon't feel a real wember of this unﬁon. I beidng to Local #73.
I léftb#ZQZ'wheﬁ'it was abgorbed Ly another union,vbecause I knew 
‘ very.ﬁell.the‘n&w officera'mv vhile they liked me well enough --
didn't want'me arcund. 1>was fairly dnfluential with the wembers.
" They knew that I was on the side of e previous president,  not
.'that I was.aéainst the otﬁeﬁs Eut my:;myalgy was the other way
around. They just didn't want_mé.hutting intoi§heir)business,
cand I'm.quiteAéure‘théy wcia right.. I'm quite sure that 1 would
have been tal king and acting as | have before. | had no place
there. It didn't really bether me toe much and Local #73 was glad
to have ne. So, | pay ny dues over there but | don’t feel |ike
a real nmenber of the union. A woman who has a real card has
worked for it. For her to give it up and pay dues to another union
is a traumatic experience

My father found it very hard to swallow this. The only reason
| knew that it was a very serious situation, was because there was
a lawsuit of sonme kind. | don't know to this day what it was.
One day my father asked me to cone hone and | bought his house

for ten dollars. The house was held in joint-tenancy with ny nother

and he wanted to get out of it so if the lawsuit was |ost they



Snedst ad 41

couldn't put a lien on the house. He wasn't about to let ny

not her suffer

He was personnlly being sued.

Vell, as an officer of the union

H s property 'was invol ved?

Apparently so. O he or his attorneys thought so. | know t hat

it was on the advice of his attorneys that he sold me the house

| kept the house for about a year. And then sold it back to ny
mot her. The two transactions took place in the dining room of

my nmother and father's home and amazingly enough it wasn't unti
nmy father died that we realized 1'd sold the house to ny nother,
not to nmy nmother and father. Papa had apparently decided that he
was never going to take that chance again. Everything was then left
in ny nother's name and ny father had nothing. This is howlittle
we discussed the matter. M/ nother knew nothing about it . Apparently
he considered it a very serious matter and perhaps sonmething that

we had better not be involved in.

M ght have been too painful ?

Quite possibly. He and Andy Furuseth had been quite a pair. |
think they had sonmething that doesn't happen very often. They
had tremendous admiration, respect, and confidence in one another.
They were quite different nen, both highly intellectual, with the
sanme goals and in nost respects the same way of reaching those

goals. But Furuseth hated women. He cane to our house frequently.
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My nother disliked himintensely because he never even said good
evening. But Papa really felt strongly about Andy, He was con-
siderably older than ny father, and except for the fact that he
never spoke to ny nother, he was never unpleasant. | suspect that
my mother liked to listen to their conversation because at the
table it was generally not business, but they talked phil osophy,
theories and all kinds of things, sort of playing with words. M.
Furuseth had a marvel ous way of expressing himself. My father did
too. They liked to play with words, decide just which word fit
the situstion exacily, or as nearly smactly as possible. Of

course Furuseth died just shortly after the seamen's split. I'm

v

8 little hazy about the years toere.

A

Y was busy about my own bnﬁin95$¢ I héd'tWO kids to raise and
_housekeeping wasa't as easy aa.ié ia today. L hated iﬁ which made
it wore difficult. I was very busy tryicg te be a good mothéﬁ.

By this time I realized I had nov been very well brougbé up. 1T
ma&e up my mind that‘myvkida were golng to be better than I, and
succeeded nmay | say. | have two very fine children. It was hard
for nme. | was spoiled and very selfish. | had to turn over a
new | eaf in one day, with all ny instincts working full-time the
other way. During those years | was really quite separated. O
course when | went to work | began seeing nore of ny father, nore

or less to try to get guidance as to how | was going to proceed.

When Lewis took the mine workers out of the CIOQ what were your
father's feelings?

In 1936 | believe. M father thought it was terrible. He thought



Snedst ad 43

it should never have been done. |'mnot sure that he ever really

had synmpathy with industrial 'organization

That sounds strange considering his origins.

Yes, well, you do pass in many ways fromyour past.' You can't
understand or step into the shoes of a man who's working in the
shop and be a strong influential executive at the same time. You
can't do it. You can remenber sone things but you renenber what
happened when you were there. You don't know what happens today.
My father was a very sensitive man, a very understanding man.  But
in many ways it was still a theoretical understanding. He had
been out of the workers' shoes a long time. Furthernore, he had,

except in his very early youth, always been a skilled top man. He
ended up, for exanple, as a pilot. He carried the ships through
the straits. That's a very highly specialized, highly skilled job

| have a feeling that he felt that even the unskilled coul d have

been organi zed in separate groups..
You have to remenber that during the years that Papa was an

of ficer' he had been growing farther and farther away fromthe nen

in the shop. Now I'mnot nearly in my father's shoes, but | have

grown far away too. At one tinme | was a very good grievance man,
for exanple. | wouldn't trust nyself with a serious grievance today.
You can't be two kinds of people.
For a long tine father had been dealing with the Presidents
of the United States. They used, to call up at his home. Wth
governors, wth heads of the Manufacturers Association. \Wen he

dealt with unions, by and large, he dealt with the men who were

running them the officers
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The historical society has just done a resume of ny father's
papers up to 1936. They have 38 linear feet, | remenber that.
Among the papers was a letter from John Wal ker, who was then
President of the Federation, on the subject of how did ny father
feel about short skirts, and smoking for school teachers. |In the
resune the young womman who wote it didn't say if ny father had
answered. He may not have, | don't know. | would dearly love to
see what Papa wote, because | snmoked and | wore very short skirts.
Papa didn't control ny dressing or snmoking. But, | don't know how
he felt about it. | know that he had a peculiar feeling about

wonmen, a very protective feeling
That's why he couldn't possibly have endorsed wonen's |iberation?

I'mnot sure, because he also had a great deal of admiration for

worren such as Agnes Nestor, for exanple. O course she was a |ady.

There's no question about that, but she did work. He was all for
equal pay. He believed very strongly in protective |egislation

| honestly think my father would be proud of ne. ' m not protected
and not entirely synpathetic with some wonen's groups but for many
wonmen |'mpretty aggressive about wormen's liberation. | started

to let nmy hair grow because | couldn't find a barber when we noved
to the country, but before that | never cane to work without a hat.
| never took it off. To this day | won't pour coffee, enpty an
ashtray, or take a note if there's a man in the room | object to
bei ng thought of as a secretary although once | was a very good one
and proud of nyself. | amto this day. | know that | was good,

but | amno longer. You see, | know what it was to be a secretary



but | can't step into ny secretary's shoes, today, not for a

m nut e. ' m her boss.

You think at that time your father was that far renoved at that
date fromthe working man, from his actual problens?

R Yes, | do. As a matter of fact-we used to talk about it after |
went to work, because | was involved, for a while at any rate, for
a long while, with people who worked. Although | didn't work in
the shop which was a very sore point with me. The kind of work |
was doing with the union was the kind ny father disapproved of.

He woul d have thought that | should be a hired hand, which I was,
but | also exercised considerable influence. By the way, it was
a good thing | had had his training because otherwi se | night have
been nore active, maybe finally run for office. This is wong. |

believe, as ny father did, that officers should be out of the shop.

[ Then if you're too long out of the shop you get this other.

R. Well, but at |east you have the same background. At any rate, ny
father was out for a long time. During the '40's, during the Second
World War, times were very, very, difficult. There were many strikes.
The manpower operations, the War Production Board, the Draft Board.

He was involved in all these things, and always on a high |evel

He didn't for exanple, ever deal with a local draft board. | doubt

if he ever net one. He dealt on the national level. He dealt with
England. There were certain co-operative ventures. There were
operations that the English trade unions and the AF of L were involved

in. Wen you' ve spent years, hour after hour, long hours all day,
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every day in this. kind of an atnosphere, you' re no |onger out of

the shop. You could tell stories and you coul d renenber situations,

but you're no longer one of the boys. As a matter of fact ny
father never was really one of the boys. He did work with them but
because of his intellectual capacity, which was really tremendous
he was different. There are many others like this. John L. Lews
was never one of the boys. Andrew Furuseth, Bill MFetridge were
never one of the boys, not even when they were working side by side.
So-once they're out of the physical edifice, they tend to drop,

subconsciously at any rate, this feeling of being one of many.

They're very different nmen fromyour father. |'ve heard John L.
Lewi s speak. He was very enotional. He focused on the nan not so
much the issues .

Vell, you see Lewis was a one-union man. M father. handled all
unions.' This nakes a big difference. Lew s thought he knew the
men in the mnes, but he didn't either. You grow away fromthis.

| see it in nyself and it disturbs nme sometimes. | should be closer
to them Wen | left Local 242 the sinple description of what
someone in conmunity services was supposed to do was sinply not ny
dish of tea: holding classes, getting people to serve on boards

and committees, handling specific problems. It just wasn't ny

dish of tea, although | could do all these things. M own opinion
undoubtedly influenced by ny father, was that | could do a much
better job by dealing with the people who were running things. So
| deal with agency executives. | serve only on inportant boards

where | represent the trade unions and | can present the union view
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in language that's nore acceptable to the top guy than somebody
fromthe shops who mght know just as nmuch as | do. | dress well
ny language is good. It's frequently a terrible shock to some
people. A trade unionist? How cone? Sonebody |ike you? It's
because they're ignorant. There're alot of people like me. Too
many of our trade union |eaders at every stage sinply don't care
to put thenselves out to inprove the imge that people have of us.
| think this is wong and |'mforever yowing about it. Because
|"macceptable to our union officers | can also do this, talk to
t hem about why they should be supporting welfare, why they shoul d
be interested in nore than hours, wages and working conditions.
| can tell themto forget the theory that too many of them still
have, that a good man is self-sufficient. Hecan take care of his
own problems . | can urge themto be involved in nmany ways to inprove
peopl es'lives, not only in politics. I'mnot saying thisis to
ny credit only, because there are many who do this as | can
do this in a fashion that | think is good for the Trade Union
Moverment. Wen | talk to agency people, they will listen to me
where one or two of the others who worked here couldn't get past
the front door. Sol just said | et sonmebody else hold the

cl asses, etc.

I Are they being hel d?

R. Oh, yes, even | break down and do a few.

| think you should give us your job title on the record. \What

exactly do you call it?
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W call this the Labor Welfare Service Departnment, and what we do

is try to interpret one to the other, agency people and trade

unions, for the purpose of both of them becoming involved with and
understandi ng what each stands for. Qur classes (I don't like the
termclasses, it sounds |ike a school) are really an information

sort of thing. W hold six, eight, or ten sessions at each of which
some particular subject of general welfare, workman's conpensation
unenpl oynent conpensation, social security is discussed. |t could
be welfare, Salvation Arny, Red Cross, cancer, heart, protective

services for children.

You bring in authorities?
Sonebody froma typical agency. |f sonmeone from the Salvation
Arny, for exanple, talks about fam |y counseling, that person is
tal king specifically about thekind of counseling the Salvation
Arny does. But the Catholic Charities, Lutheran Charities, Jew sh
Charities; and any number of other fam |y counseling agencies provide
mich the same services. \What we hope to show to these people is
that everybody has famly problems. Sonetinmes they're serious
not necessarily because the people involved are inconpetent
They just need a little help.
We tal k about protective services for children. Many people
are conpl etely unaware of how badly children are brought up, how
neglected by their parents, sometines parents are not even aware
of this. Illegitimcy, rubbing their noses perhaps in the facts
of life. Some people think such things exist only next door. They

don't realize the problems are widespread. Nor do they take the time
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riots on the South side even though they live mles away. This
whol e busi ness of drug addiction, for exanple, nobody was very
much excited about it when it took place in the slum areas or
anong Negro kids. Wo lived in the slums or ever saw a Negro?
People often don't realize you can't put up barriers agani st

di sease. So, for six or eight weeks we talk about these things.

Wio attends these classes?

Union menbers. W try to urge menbers to come. Stewards yes, but
we would prefer, if possible, just the average union nenber because
we'd like to have sonbody else in the shop who coul d make sone
referral, somebody el se to whomthe menber can go to when he's in

troubl e.

Counsel ors?

Yes, counselors. |It'sa pretty big word for what they are, frankly.
If they don't remenber anything else, we hope they remenber that
there are lots of problens. Al kinds of people have them and

t hey remenber our name and ny tel ephone nunber or that of the
Community Referral Service

| have a few stories | always tell when we start. One is about

a group which is a very highly paid group, very intelligent group.
My first question to a class is, "Have any of you ever been in
trouble that you couldn't handle yoursel f?" Nobody ever has. But
in this one class we had three hom cides before the class was over.

A brother, a father, and a sister-in-law, had committed honicide
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Ve don't ever pin point. Nobody knows which class this was, unless
they tell it themselves.

The first homcide really opened our eyes. W discussed the
matter, how we could get help, what should be done, what their
responsibilities were. |t opened the eyes of these nen to the
fact that just because you had noney and were strong physically and
weren't beating up on your wife every day, it didn't nean you had
your |ife under control

O course we're here to do an information-giving job to both
agencies and to our own union nembers. But the Community Fund
and the Welfare Council have been here for quite different reasons.
Their representatives couldn't get into unions to talk about
Community Fund giving as we do. Nobody can, | don't care who it
is. O course, when we say this it makes themvery mad. It's a
fact and | don't see that there's anything wong about it. | don't
even, see why they should be reluctant to adnit the fact.

A war relief fund was set up with nmoney collected fromthe
trade unions, all union people, to help trade unionists in Europe
to escape fromthe Nazis. Qur own officers, in both the AFL and
Cl O knew we could collect noney -- been collecting dues for years.
But could. & spend it well for projects that were conpletely outside
the union bailiw ck? Wat did we know about an underground? W
learned fast. W devel oped an underground which got noney to
European trade union refugees for transportation, food, clothing
and help to escape. A very successful operation. After the war
there was quite a bit of talk, particularly within the CIQ of

setting up a community fund, a welfare organization for union
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nmenbers country-wi de, which was a very bad idea. It, of course
scared the pants off the Community Fund and the Wl fare Council

It would have been a conpeting organization. Frankly, we couldn't
have done the job, we sinply couldn't have. Welfare funds have to
be for everyone.

So the United Funds and Councils of Anerican came to the AFL
and CIO and said, "Continue to raise money, but let us handle it."
The next suggestion was, of course, that union people would be hired
to work at the collection, talking about comunity funds and so
on. The AF of L, and the CIO made the sanme answver.

They weren't just going to hand over the noney for sonebody
to spend. They manted to have some voi ce in how the noney was

‘ spém:;. how tl“.xe allac#t ions were fne;i:., and t.l.;zey wanted their @m
_.menghe'rvs’_ and their families to Jv:arn ’um to use ageﬁcies when the
:nr_'ed drose, vr‘as Welll as té %upy/‘ﬂ,t t:éa;ez/n, ’ao the ‘JI(‘Js.se1d olizé,yj,.v
although it has no authority over any of it's conponent parts, it
woul d use its influence. New York would begin by hiring a group
of trade unionists to work in the central organization, and then
this group and representatives fromthe United Funds and Councils
would go to large industrial cities and try to persuade them that
it was a good idea to have |abor representation on their payroll
both in the collection of money and al so the disem nation of
information. This was done. The AF of L had its office and the
ClO had its office. Then, of course, when they were nerged the
two union offices became the same, but still on the payroll of
the UFCA.

Now, some of us had al ready been working with the AFL Conmittee
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for Human Rights. | forgot what the ClO called their organization
and they just stepped right into the new arrangement. Tinme went
on and there are now 180 of us around the country. There are two

offices as big as this one. W have four. The other one with

four, | believe, is in Los Angeles.

You cane in when Myrna Kassel left?
She left the day |I came in. That room next door is the Cl O room
and thisis the AFL room M. Mrphy was here when. | cane. |

met Myrna only the one day, the day | cane.

Was that purely coincidence?

Purely coincidence. | didn't have anything to do with the C QO

She didn't have anything to do with the AFL. | really don't know
why Myrna left. There's been a nunber of people in these jobs since
|'ve been here. Mirphy was here before I. Before he came here he
worked for the War Production Board as a trouble shooter, which is,
of course, what we do now with the Community Fund.  Mirphy and

Ganly next door are on the payroll of the Comunity Fund. T h e
Community Fund pays their salaries and expenses directly into the
Vel fare Council Fund. It's only a bookkeeping factor here. | am
on the payroll of the Welfare Council. It's only been in the |ast
four years that |'ve had anything to do with the Community Fund.
Now | do a bit of troubleshooting and organization. W discovered
that we've done quite a job here, without realizing it. Mre and
nore of our unions are conming to classes. | go to executive board

meetings and tal k about the Welfare Council, the Community Fund
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and so on. So many uni ons now know sonet hi ng about the Community
Fund. Every once in a while we'll get a batch in that doesn't

|i ke somebody. They don't like the Red Cross, or Negroes, or
Catholics, or Jews. So it's' one of us who' Il go down to the union
meeting or even into the shop, but not wth management, explain

to themwhy their own pet biases have to be ignored, that the
Conmuni ty Fund serves the entire conmunity.

Agenci es have specific area's of responsibility, but the
Community Fund serves all those agencies that are affiliated with
it. I'ma little brutal. | tell our nenbers it isn't going to
do a bit of good to say, "W won't give to Red Cross or we won't
give to Salvation Arnmy." It doesn't nake a bit of difference. The
money all goes into the same pot anyway and it's going to be cut
up. | just heard some figures the other day. About 15 years ago
the giving to the Community Fund was about 32% from enpl oyees and
the bal ance from corporations and foundations. Today it's 62%
from workers.  So you see we've really done a job in fifteen years
It"s not only percentages. 15 years ago the goal was very |ow.
Now it is a very high goal and we feel it's largely due to our
efforts that nore and nore workers contribute. \Wile we haven't
talked to all workers, we've talked to enough, and they've talked

to others. There are tinmes during the Community Fund drive when

we' |l make -- well, once my top figure was eight. | made eight
speeches in one day. | was a weck! It's not only eight speeches
and then run. It's eight speeches and then questions. But three,

four, and five is quite a normal thing to do. You run |ike mad.
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W haven't discussed when the Cl O came back, when the merger.
occurred. What were your father's feelings?
R. M father was dead. The nerger was in 1955. Papa died in 1949.

| think he would have been very happy about it.

. You referred to some of the things he did in Wrld War I1. He
was then still Secretary-Treasurer of the Illinois Federation?

R Yes, for exactly 34 years.

I It was in that role that he becane nationally prom nent?

R | suspect-his first exposure was because of the seanen, because
that was an international matter. It included the shipping in
Geat Britain, and other places as well. So this is where he was
first exposed to Washington. The Illinois state activities are
solely in Illinois. But, he was already famliar wth Washington
as a sailor and then becane quite active in the AF of L and was
secretary of the Resolutions Cormittee for some years when it was
really a very powerful committee. So he became known. These people
are picked out. There aren't nmany but wherever they are, even
ina small town, their work and value becomes known. As | say,
Papa mxed with all kinds of people. He was deeply interested
in religion, had a nunber of very close friends, priests. M father
was a Christian Scientist, nore or less, | guess, in his later
years. For sonme time, as a matter of fact, we were not a church
going people, but my father had very definite feelings, which
think is a fair indication of the kind of training ny father gave

tous. We were to do the best we could with what we had, to nmake
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up our own mnds on the basis of good thinking, and go our own ways.
W're really a very close famly. As | say, ny daughter goes to
church regularly. Her little boy goes to Sunday School

Sonetinmes this situation leads to problenms. One Thanksgi vi ng
my son and his famly came to Chicago and stayed with me for the
holiday. M daughter took ny son's oldest little boy, who's five,
home for a few days with her. Wen he came back he started to
say his prayers when he went to bed. He had shared a roomwth
Robert, ny daughter's son. Victor said, "Hey, what did they do
to ny kid over there?* [It's very funny, now, |'mnot quite sure how

funny it'Il be later on

You can probably tell fromny questions, Ms. Smedstad, that ny

know edge of labor history is only very general. | know not hing
about the Illinois Federation, really. There may be-things | should
have asked you that | didn't.

| couldn't think of any and | probably woul dn't know the answer.

Do you know Irvin Kl ass?
No .

He's the editor of the Chicago Federation News. Irv isn't as old

as | ambut he has been around a long time. He's a very intellectual
guy, and extrenely interested in Labor Hstory. lrv knows a very,
very great deal. He's over at Marina Towers. He might be willing

to do something for you. He certainly is worth talking to. He said

to me the other day, "Wen | die, nobody's going to know anything."
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You nentioned organizing Marshall Fields, tell ne when and what
it was.

My part in it began about 1943. | had been working for a sml
local union in the office as an office girl The union began to

| ose nenbers and was going down hill.

This is the Retail Cerks now?

No. Building Service. At that tinme, 1943, the group who had been
trying to organize Fields and who had bel onged to the Whol esal e,
Retail, and Departnent Store Enpl oyees Union had withdrawn because
of sone internal disputes largely based on Communism They tried

to make it independent for about a year. They discovered they
couldn't. The Building Services offered thema hone, so they

cane in. Since they had no noney, M. MFetridge said, "Use this
office and Ms. Snedstad will take care of you." The officers,
then, used to come over to the office and talk. They'd have their
meetings there. Frankly, | hung around. | was interested. It
was sonmething I1'd heard a | ot about but had never had ny fingers in.

Shortly thereafter they got a man who had once been their

president. He'd left and was working for the State of Illinois.
MFetridge put himon a salary. He never did have a title, but

he was like their organizer. H's name was Martin Hecknmann. He

had everything. He was cultured, well educated. He was deeply

i nvol ved in organizing. He had a marvelous feeling for all the
people in the union with whom he really should have had no conmmunity
of interest at all. He was a hard worKker. | became extrenely

devoted to him And he was very generous. He'd discovered, as |
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had then, that |-learned a lot by osnosis. | was a pretty good
witer, so | began to wite some of the organizing leaflets. |
woul d type themup, grind themout, and be out on the street at
7:00 a.m distributing them

Then as the organization went on, nore and nore of the working
nmenbers began to come to the office. | began working with them
|"d have to learn what their gripes were before | could wite
about them Martin wote, he was a very good witer, as a matter
of fact, an excellent witer. He began bouncing ideas off nme and
| bounced mine off him W becane quite a pair. Eventually, of
course, the union won certification and began to negotiate. In the
meantime we were still organizing at the State Street store. The

stewards would cone up, we'd help themtell people why they shoul d

bel ong to the union.

Was another union trying to organize also?

No, not at this point. There was just ourselves. Finally in 1945,
we' d been negotiating until we were blue in the face. The vice-
president in charge of operations, a man by the name of Austin
Gaves, called a meeting in his office. He said, "Wll, the shoe
is on the other foot." What he meant was, "W needed you before.
Now the war is over, the men will be coming back and you'll be

damed lucky if you've got a job at all."

What was this certification? Was it NLRB certification?

Yes.
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Well, the rule is you have to have 30% aut horization cards. The

cards are counted, and if 30% of eligible enployees have signed

a card indicating their desire to have an election, one is set

up by the NLRB. Local 242 won the election. In those days the

extent of organization deci ded who you were going to get. So

we didn't ask to have the clerks and sal es peopl e included because
we had maybe a handful of them They weren't organized at all.

We chose those sections in which we felt sure we had a najority

of the vote. Those people then were allowed to vote. This is no

| onger the rule.

Local 242 won certification, but the conpany protested, W
had to go to court. W were in court for three months, for a |abor
hearing to prove that we actually did have these nmenbers. The
signatures on authorization cards were checked against the enployer’'s
payrol|l as of a certain date.

Then M. Gaves made his fanous remark. | don't know if you
can appreciate the courage it took for these nen who, making sixteen
dollars a week, without a word to one another, wthout a sign from
anybody and without anyone's know edge they got up and wal ked out
of the office. They had a strike, a very bitter strike. M.

Gaves lost his job and, by the way, he never got a good job after
that .

Wo was he?
He was vice-president in charge of operations. Fields then hired

a man by the nane of Ralph Bowers. He cane out of Pope and Ballard,

which is probably about the best known anti-union firmin the city.
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The conpany never spent better noney. M. Bowers was definitely
a managenent man but he was an honest man. \Wen he agreed to
sonet hing you knew this was exactly what he'd agreed to and he'd
see to it that everybody stuck with it. So the contract was signed
and the union got going.

| was in the office but M. Heckman gave ne a good deal of
latitude. | spoke at union neetings, | kept the minutes, | did

all the financial reports

What did the strikers win?
Quite a few things, substantial increase in pay, night differentials
which they'd never had before. W got equal pay for equal work
but in the sense that they nmade smaller equiprent for women to handl e.
For exanple, a man who ran a 48 inch broom was paid nore than the
one who ran a 24 inch one. Wren ran the 24 inch broons. They
got a cut in hours, with no cut in pay. They got time off to
wash before they went hone'. | think the next contract they got a
shower room Very inportant. They got a clause in the contract
that paid triple or quadruple pay for all tine over 24 consecutive
hours worked. Once they had had 48 consecutive hours work at
straight time. They were willing to work but they thought they
ought to be paid for it. Vacation schedules were inproved. For
a first contract, | thought it was quite an amazi ng one.

Then of course after that there was the problem of organizing

the shop, of electing section stewards.

Did you have the check-off?
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No. Many of the menbers wanted a check-off. | amstill firnly
opposed to a check-off. | think, fromthe union's point of view,
it's a very dangerous thing. Wen a guy has to pay his dues to a
steward, or bring it into a union office, he is bound to say sone-
thing about conditions or about his attitude about conditions
Now they may not be very inportant, but if you get a mnor conplaint
out of the sanme section that's repeated a dozen tines and you're
smart at all, you know there's sone fire there and you better | ook
at it. It is always so nuch better for everybody, for the worker,
for the union, for the plant to catch these grievances, these
conplaints while they're still mnor, where nobody's really hot
and bot hered about them
If it’s a check-off, menbers become sinply nanes to you
Unl ess the grievance is a big one, and gets to be a big one in the
cloak roomor toilet where it can very easily be blown out of
proportion, the union officer or the grievance man who had to handl e
it won't get it until it's a big deal. | feel very strongly. [|'ve
been in many an argunent in nmy day about this. For the extra
work that's involved the rewards really, pay off. They tell me in
sonme places it's just not possible to get along w thout a check-
“egBET bt »'»atr'Fie}rdjs:~,{ot{rievl »‘ it was. - Lt jmean.t a lot of ‘ extra wo,rk {
for wme and a lot of overtime.i
['lIl tell you a funny story about that -- overtinme. | never
got any overtime and | once asked for a raise. | didn't get it.
The executive board said | had a husband who was working! If the

conpany had said that to a nenber, the board would have had a fit.
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Do you remenmber when the United Mne Wrkers Union staff people

went out on strike?

Sure. The APL-CIO staff did not so long ago. | was in Washington
at the time it happened. It nust have been |ast year -- the staff
of the AFL-CIO. O course, | fixed our executive board. | got the
noney in a different way. | didn't like it very well but at [|east

| got it. It's what | said before. You can't be a man in the shop
and top executive too. In this particular case the fellows on

the executive board got a little too big for their britches. They
were |ooking at their union funds exactly as the conpany | ooks at

its funds. They weren't about to give nore noney to anyone,

unl ess they had to.

A while back you mentioned that you were with your father in court.
He was calling the shots and | don't really know what the case was.
| told you he had no authority over any union, but his abilities
were well known. This particular case had sonething to do with

the airline pilots. How | happened to be in court with himl have

no idea. He sat at the attorney S table and was constantly writing .

Cnbtes ﬂdd telling hlm what to do. By rhe way, they won the case.

- afta?«.tl-aaés to. another funny story. When my father was very
iT1, his secretary had arranged to havé a cot, ot a couch i'n the
back of the platformat the convention so Papa coul d go back there
and-lie down. | had the job to walk around after himfromthe
time he got up in the norning until he went to bed at night. The
ni ght the judge handed down his decision in this case we were in

Rockford., The pilots called and said, 'The case has been settled



Snmedstad 62

inour favor." | wanted sone information. He said, "No, we're
not going to give you any information. We're comng down to
Rockford in a group. We'Il report to M. QO ander ourselves,"
which they did. They picked Papa up about dinner tine and
said, "Well, he can't go anywhere without ne." M father said,
"Ch yes | can." They said, "We'll watch himvery carefully. W
won't take himout of the hotel."
So, | went off to a party. M nmother went to a party. She
got home before | did. Wen | got in she was packing up and down.
She said, "Papa isn't here and | don't know where he is.”" This
was about two or three in the norning. So | called the hotel
and asked if there were any parties going on in the hotel. No
parties. They hadn't seen ny father or the pilots. W called
a couple of vice-presidents and they didn't know where he was.
So we sat there. At 7:30 ny father wal ked. "Wat were we
doing out of bed at that hour of the norning still dressed in our
evening clothes?" He said he was quite able to take care of him
self and would thank us to mind our own business. He went to bed
and at 9:30 the next morning he was on the platform running the
convention as he always did. \Wen the convention adjourned we
drove back honme together. Wen | got himhone he asked ne if |
wanted to go to the Victory party being held at one of the hotels
downtown. | said sure I'd like to go but he couldn't go. He told
me he'd make up his own mind and | should pick himup, which I did.
It was really quite a party with everyone drinking toasts to him
| suppose it was three or four in the norning when | finally

brought him home. | was exhausted but he was just fine.
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Up to that point ny nother and | had done-everything for him
| didn't leave his side. W cut up his food, we hung up his clothes
so he wouldn't have to exert himself. Mther laid out his clothes.
He wasn't allowed to lock the bathroom door. By the way, he began
to inprove right after that.

He had several periods of this kind where he would go down
rapidly, lose a good deal of weight, was really a sick man. Then,
out of the clear blue sky, he would begin to pull hinself together
again. As a matter of fact, this is what happened when he died
He was not feeling as well as he should for a few weeks maybe.

Nothing for us to be terribly excited about, but we were a little
concerned. Then ny nother called me one norning and said that

Papa | ooked very funny to her. He was cross with her when she

spoke to him which he never was. | flew over and went into his
bedroom He said | should give hima hand, he wanted to get up.

| said no, | was going to call the doctor. He blew up at ne and
said he didn't need a doctor, when he wanted a doctor he'd say so

| called the doctor in anyway and he died a few days later. He

was a terrific man.

You told ne also the other tinme he was in court.

Ch yes, [|'ve often thought of that particular case. It was the
Newspaper Guild. It had to be a union matter or ny father wouldn't
have been involved. He was never involved in anything else. He

was conducting the case. The attorney of course, was the spokesman
because nmy father hadn't passed the bar. But it was Papa who

called the shots. He passed notes, or told himwhat to say, and



Snedst ad 64

the attorney woul d get up and say it.

It had sonething to do with the Everly sisters, who had
conducted a trenmendous bordello here in Chicago, apparently for
very wealthy people. They exhibited some pictures of the house.

The furniture was very ornate and beautiful and the women very

well dressed. Wy they and their call girls of many years pre-
viously were involved in a union matter, | have no conception at

al | .

And | don't know what the airline pilots case was about either
except that it went on for a long tine and was a very difficult
case. M father ran that as well. That was when it first really
dawned on ne that he was a very good attorney. | always knew ny
father was an inportant man, but primarily he was ny father. He

was the guy you always went to when you had a problem He never
solved the problemfor you. He'd keep pressing you to explain

why did you feel this way, what were your reasons. \% never got

away at the table with making a flat statement |ike the pencil's
yellow. Wiy is it yellow? W were taught to exam ne our reasons

More often than not Papa was the devil's advocate which would irritate

us no end. He could always speak so nuch better than we coul d.

He could argue so effectively, and you knew darn well he
didn't believe a thing he was saying. W couldn't even agree with

himlightly. W had to say why we agreed. CGod help us if we

di sagreed! Then we were really in for it.
It did help us, for nme particularly in this kind of a job,
to step away fromnyself and the problens that come across ny

desk here and try to look at themw th some objectivity, recognizing
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there arc other opinions and a different point of view quite as
valid as my owmn. |t doesn't nean that | have to accept them but
it"s wise to know how the other guy feels. Life has to be a great
deal of conproni se. Papa once said "One doesn't conpronise
principles, but one had very few principles.”" Mst things are
nore or less temporary. You can afford to give in for good reasons.
But when it was a matter of principle then you couldn't.
|"ve learned to try to live my own life like this. It makes
me a little schizophrenic once in a while though. |'d like sonetines

to get home and think about how ny side is the right side, not even
have a glinmer of a thought that somebody el se m ght have a different

opinion with validity.
| often wonder what ny father's position would be with this

black and white situation. This was not really a recognized probl em

during his lifetime. W had Negro nenbers, of course, in the unions,

particularly in the sailors' union. But they didn't kick up a
fuss, | guess. They didn't demand the things they' re demanding

now. | don't like violence either. 1'dlike to live a nice
pleasant life, a few arguments maybe. The truth is until you make

a fuss, unless you're violent in one way or another, no one's

going to pay any attention to you. It is inpossible to start

violence and go only so far. Mbst people who are involved don't

think very deeply. Like in a strike, you have to encourage

menbers to vote for a strike. You have to give sone evidence that
they're going to win the strike. You hope that they know why

they're striking. Once they've struck, you have to be careful that

they don't strike for too nuch, that they don't believe all the
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rhetoric they' ve been hearing or that they' ve been giving out
thenselves. This | think has happened in much of the Bl ack
comuni ties.

A couple of years ago | was nmaking a speech to some white
peopl e who were very nuch opposed to the Black mlitancy. They
were trade unionists, and | said, "Look, they've been reading our
book." In a good well disciplined organization nost menbers
don't get out of line. But in some cases one or two may. They'l|l
drop sone sand in the machinery. Nobody approves of this but
what you've got are people who are so angry and so convinced of
the rightness of their own cause, that any neans seem all owabl e.

| was talking to a very dear friend of mine last night. |
wanted her to come to dinner. She's a witer, very busy, and |
set a date. She said, "I'd love to come but | don't like to be
out after dark." She's afraid. She's a Negro. She lives on
the south side. She asked if we couldn't just nmeet for Iunch.

So we conpromised. She'll come out and spend the day, I'lIl serve
an early meal, and she can go home. She's a woman whose reputation

is quite well known. She’s fought her own battle, she's fought
for many other Negroes. The people who'll attack her coul dn't

care |ess.

They're petty crimnals, they're not part of the novenent.
That's right, but it‘s very hard to separate the novenent at
this point frommlitants, because every novement has them
including the church. Church nilitants may not set bonbs but

they do things just as bad. Read a very casual history of the
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Jesuits two hundred years ago. They didn't have bonbs, but they
were pretty violent and in ways that we would consider quite
unaccept abl e now.

My father was always afraid of strikes. He'd always say,
"They're very dangerous, they can get out of hand, becone a mob."
And they have. The steel strike at Republic Steel began with the
sight of a few policenen shooting into the crowd. I think there
were only about six shots. Those 6 shots found their nmark and
caused | don't know how many ot her deaths. The strikers were
furious. There was no controlling themat that point. | wonder

where the world-is going now.

A young revolutionary told me you don't have to do much fighting.
All you have to do isstate the issue and wait for the other side
to be stupid.
That's right No question about it. | can tell you we'd never
have had a strike at Fields if it hadn't been for M. Gaves
speech. One little speech. | don't suppose it took him nore
than 15 seconds to say it.

The nen felt he considered themless than dirt. They knew
they were as good as M. Gaves, which of course they weren't,
as they coul d never be operating managers. | think if you pinned
them down they'd say, "Yes but that's different." And it is
different. These men knew they were contributing to the welfare
of Fields, and had a right to a fair share of it.

Those were very happy years for me. | enjoyed them |

enjoy this job too. I like traveling. Every once in a while
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I've had a chance to speak at a neeting for Meany or MFetridge
| Iike it. Sonetimes though ny nmenories get in the way. | get

on the platformand thank, good God, this is Gace up here!

| think that's a good note on which to end. | want to thank you

for all your time and wonderful stories.
R M pleasure;
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