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Interview with Joseph Barcel ona
Novenber, 1970

| ntervi ewer: Ronal d Bar cel ona

My nane is Ronald Barcel ona and |' m engaged
in an oral history project for Roosevelt Univer-
sity. I'minterviewing ny father, Joseph Barcel -
ona, who comes from a southern Colorado mning com
munity. He was born and raised in this community.
He has sonme opinions on what went on in those days
and he'd like to tell us a little about it right
NOW.

R ' m Joseph Barcelona. | was born in Hastings,
Col orado, Decenber 16, 1909.
All right Joe, at what age did you go up to

the mnes to work?

R: The age of sixteen.
That woul d be about 1926.
R Ri ght.

| Now, at that time was the United M ne Wrkers
Union active in the area you were working in?

R Not that | recall.

| Were there any people at the area that you

worked at, were there any Union nenbers?



Bar cel ona - 2-

R No, there wasn't.

| There was no Union activity then?

R None. None that | can renenber

' What was the attitude of the conpany towards
Union activity? Do you recall?

R: They di scouraged unions, and they discouraged
any mner that tal ked about unions, or organizing
t hensel ves. They discouraged it very nuch

| How did they handle grievances at that time?

R Well, all you could do is talk to the boss,
to your foreman, and try to get himto do sonething
about it. O course, he listened to you and that
was the end of that nost of the tine.

| Wuld you say that a lot of the grievances
went uncorrected?

R: Ch, many, nany of them - probably ninety per
cent of them

| : Al right, what type of grievances were nost
voiced by the mners at that tine?

R: Well, at that tine nost of the mners conplain-
ed about being short weighted on the coal they
| oaded, safety conditions (although they were be-
ginning to get safety-mnded about that tine).

They hadn’t begun to spray the mnes with a white



Bar cel ona - 3-

powdery substance, but it wasn't too long after
that when they did begin to spray that into the
mnes, as a safety precaution.

When you say mners were "short-wei ghted" does
that nmean that the conpany had to check weigh them
in and not the men?

R Right, right. That was one of the big issues
with the mner. He wanted a man to represent him
at the weigh station, and the conpany woul d not
stand still for that.

| : They wouldn't start that policy at all?

R Not a bit.

| Al right, fromwhat | understand you were
involved in a strike at one time or another at the
coal mining canp. Could you tell us a little about
t hat ?

R: Vell, fromwhat | remenber of it, sonebody
cane in and said that they were fromthe Industria
Workers of the Wrld and they were going to get US
a wage raise if we'd go out on strike. Everybody
wal ked-out. The mine was shut down for several
weeks. Pretty soon the older mners started to go
back to work when the conpany prom sed to give them

a dollar-a-day raise, if they went back to work and
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they wouldn't recognize the union or the people
who were trying to organize a union. O course,
| was a young fellow at that time and nost of the
young fellows didn't go back to work. W believed
these people, that they could get us nore noney.
That went on for some time, and pretty soon we'd
go to the union neetings and there was nobody there
to speak to us or tell us anything--the so-called
"union nen" were gone. \ere they went to we never
found out. W never saw them again, unless they
were arrested by the conpany owned policenmen, or
they were spirited out of town, or chased out--we
never found but what becane of them There we sat
not knowi ng what to do. W wouldn't go back to
work, mainly because we were young kids. Qur fath-
ers had gone back to work by that tine, so we
weren't worried too nuch about working. After the
conpany gave the mners a dollar-a-day raise, why
the whole strike collapsed. The miners were never
organi zed at that tinme.

1. Do you recall what date or what approximate
month this strike took place?

R No, | don't recall exactly, but it nust have

been in the spring of the year. 1927. | didn't go
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back to work again until the follow ng March or
April of the' follow ng year, 1928.

| | see. When you say that the Industrial Wrk-
ers of the Wrld cane around, was there a certain
group who'd just go fromarea to area and speak to
t he men?

R Right, at the beginning of the strike.

| : And what did they say, they could just get
you better wages?

R Better wages, better working conditions, get
paid for a ot of extra work you had to do for no
pay at all, like separating the rock from the coal
Better safety conditions. At the time the mners
wer e demandi ng a check-weigh man to represent them
besi des the one that worked for the conpany. They
promsed us a lot of things, but the only benefit
the mners ever got out of that was the dollar-a-
day raise, that the conpany gave voluntarily.

When you say the conpany gave it voluntarily,
they gave it after the men had wal ked out of the
m nes.
R: Right, that was, it.
[: . Now you said that these Industrial Wrkers of

the Wrld were organizing the men. Did they urge
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the men to go back to that dollar-a-day or did they
tell themto stay out?

R They were gone by that tine. You see this
didn't happen till several weeks after they had
wal ked out on strike. Wen | say several weeks
it may have been three weeks or a nonth after the
strike was called, that the nmen started to go back
to work except for the younger fellows (when | nean
younger fellows | nean the guys between sixteen and
twenty years old then working in the mnes). These
Industrial Workers of the Wrld, their represent-
atives are the ones that originated the strike but
di sappeared by that time. \here they went to |
never found out, although in later years | realized
what happened to them That they were either chased
out of town or arrested on some trunped-up charge.

| By that do you nean that the local police were
agai nst union activities?

R Well, they were owned by the conpanies, the
coal conpanies.

| What nakes you say that?

R They owed their jobs to the local coal com
pani es, SO they weren't about to lose their jobs

for an outfit that cones in to call a strike,



Bar cel ona -7-

That's the way we were always told because the
conpani es owned everything--they owned the stores,
they controlled everything, they owned the hones
we lived in. W had to buy our groceries through
the conpany owned stores and pay their prices.
There was no other store around that we could go
to. Mst of the mners didn't own autonobiles at
the time so they couldn't go to another town or a
bigger city, to buy their groceries, so you had to
pay the conpany price. \Wether that was fair or
not, | was too young to know at the tine.

Before that they issued script to the mners
in lieu of noney and the mners could only spend
this script at their conmpany owned stores. You
were always obligated to the conpany, and if you
got out of line they told you to nove out of town.
Mbst miners didn't have the means to nove. It was
very easy to be blacklisted at that tine.

When you say bl acklisted what do you nean--
you couldn't get a job in that particular mne, or--
R O any other mne owned by the coal conpany.

It was very easy for themto blacklist you because
they owned nmany towns and nmany mnes in many towns

in southern Colorado. \Wen you went |ooking for
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another job in another town they'd just say to you,
"When we need a man we'll let you know'. \ell,
|'ve known guys that they never let know They
had to | eave the state to find another job.

| We've heard from another source that there
was a little bit of connivance at election tinme.
What do you know about political elections, if any-
thing, in the coal canp?

R Vll, | don't recall too much of that, | guess
| was too young. Al | know about that. is what I
heard from the ol der people. That they had a | ocal
sheriff in the town. As far as | can remenber
hearing, either the conpany made sure they were
el ected or there was no other opponent to run a-
gainst them so they were elected autonmatically.

All the ones | ever renenbered were strictly for
the coal conpany.

What political party did they belong to, do
you renenber that?

R No. | don't. | don't recall.

A few days after the strike started, | believe
it was on that follow ng weekend, they asked all
the mners in the area to rally to the central

place where it would be easy for everybody to get
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to. That was Trinidad, Colorado. \What few cars
there were in town, they asked everybody to take
as many people as they could in each car. \en
this started down the highway, sonebody, we never
knew who it was but we could guess, had thrown
barrels of nails on along the highway and naturally
everybody that had cars had flat tires and by the
time that they fixed their flat tires and cl eaned
the highway of nails, it was dark and the rally
was all over by that time, or supposedly over. |
remenber | never got there.

Do you renenber any other incidents of har-
assnent |like the one you just described?

R Not in our particular town. There were in-
cidents that we read about in the paper where they
called out the mlitia or the national guard or
conpany so-called police. There had been sone
trouble in a particular town by the nanme of Col-
unbi ne, Col orado, where, if ny menory's correct,
they shot about seven people. [ ncl uded were young
boys watching people that particular day. That is
sonmething | read about. | wasn't there at the
time, but | know that it did happen

Do you recall what was the general attitude
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of the people in your area when they heard about
this shooting?

R: Oh, they were fighting mad, but what could
they do? If the people got aroused they were afraid
they’d get thrown out of their homes, which was
what was told to them by their company bosses--if
they didn't behave themselves that they would be
thrown out of their homes and they’d have to go
look out for. themselves.

I: For these three or four weeks that you mentioned
people were on strike, the older miners and younger
miners were allowed to stay in their homes?

R: Yes they were.

I: Why do you think that was? Do you think that
the company believed that they would come around
soon?

R: Yes, because the miners had gone through this
many, many times before and the company knew that
they could handle these people very well. They‘d
done it before. The people had to eat. The only
place they could get something to eat was through.
the company’s stores. The company would just hold
that against them. They’d say, "You go to work

and get credit”. The miner was really up against
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it nmost of the time. It didn't take long for him
to be broke and wi thout any neans of support.
There was no other work to be found in that area.

| At any time that you were in the mnes do you
recall that there was any activity by the United
M ne Wrkers in the tinme you spent there?

R No, because | wasn't there. Probably the year
after that, before | decided to get out of the coa
mning business. | don't recall the activities of
the other union that came in after that, but I do]
remenber ny uncles and ny father speaking of other

unions that had been in before trying to organize
mners. It was a very difficult thing to do. To
begin with most of the mners were illiterate,
couldn't speak the |anguage. They just followed
like sheep is really what they did. They didn"t
have no |eadership. They did what the conpany told
them or whoever could speak English told them what
to do and these people followed them They had no
ot her recourse.

You nean in the later 1920's, when you-were

working in the nmines; a large nunber of the mners
couldn't speak English?

R Oh, many of them couldn't speak Engli sh.



woul d say sixty per cent of themcouldn't speak
English. Many a time | had to interpret for ny
father and many young fellows had to speak up for
their fathers or explain to them what was being
said, because a lot of them didn't understand Eng-
lish that well vyet.

Were there any attenpts by either the conpany
or private organizations or anyone at all to teach
the mners English?

Not that | remenber.

All right, we were just saying that a large
nunmber of the mners couldn't speak English well
into the 1920's. Now Joe, |'d like to ask you what
nationalities were the mners? Wre they m xed?

Yes, they were. Mstly Italians, Austrians,
Polish, Geeks, Mexicans or Spanish-Americans as
they were known then, Japanese--that's about the
nmost prom nent races that there were then.

Were nost of the foremen these m xed nation-
alities too?

No, they weren't. They were nostly Welshmen,
Scotsmen and a few Irish. Al supervision, all
bosses, were from the English speaking nations.

Wiy do you think that was?
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R: They could speak the language and they knew
how to get around. They knew how to speak up for
themselves; they knew how to express themselves
better that the other people. Naturally the better
jobs went to them. Maybe the fact that they had
been in the mining industry in England, or Wales,
or Scotland, maybe it was due to that fact that
they became bosses and foremen and mine superin-
tendents, surveyors. The other races didn't have
the education for jobs like that.

I: The time that you were in the mines, was there
really any chance to work your way anywhere--into
supervision, or even into a condition where you
could leave the mine and go into some other job?
Could you get ahead?

R: No, all you could be was a mule driver, a coal
digger, or a motorman. The brighter lads that had
a little more on the ball, and who could speak up
became motormen. How many motormen did they need
in a coal mine? Four or five. Those were danger-
ous jobs too, they weren’t easy jobs.

I: Then usually the-supervisor or the foreman
weren’t ex-miners from that same mine?

R: Right, that's right.
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R:

They were brought in?
They were brought in from who knows, Engl and

or maybe they'd had experience in other conpanies

in the coal mning industry.

Could you tell us a little about accidents or
injuries that were sustained in the mnes when you
were there?

Yes, there were nmany accidents and many mners
were killed. At that tine they didn't pay a mner
anything for being hurt or killed. Once he got
hurt his nay stopped until he was able to go back
to work again. The only thing that they did have
was hospitals. You could go to their conpany owned
hospital and they would take care of you. Your pay
was null and void once you were hurt.

Vel |l how was your famly supported if a mner
broke a leg or an arm and couldn't work?

That's a good question, how are they supported.
[f you didn't have a few dollars put away you just
did without. You just lived on bare necessities,
or if friends cane to your aid, it was the only
way you could get by. Somebody woul d have to help
you.

What woul d happen when a mner was Kkilled?
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VWhat woul d happen to his famly? Wuld they have
to | eave the conpany owned house?

R No, they didn't have to leave. \Wat happened
was, if they had an ol der boy or a boy that was
able to begin work, he quit school and went to work
in the mnes. That's how the people lived. If
they had a boy anywhere from the age of fourteen,
fifteen, and on up, the conpany would put himto
work in the coal mnes. |f they were under that
age, | don't know how sone of those people survived,
but they did. Miny a widow left with six, seven
eight, and ten children. Wen the kids grew up
they left the coal mning and went to the big cities.

Did nost of the kids usually quit school and
go to work in the mnes?

R At that tine | would say forty per cent of
themdid quit school and went to work in the m nes.
Most mners wanted their kids to get an education
so they tried to keep themin school at least to
get a high school education. Mst of the boys I
started going to school with, nmaybe ten per-cent

of them ever got to go to college.
;. How many of them finished high school? Dd

a lot of themgo on to high school?
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R Maybe thirty per cent of them

| What was the usual lot of a mner? Did he
wind up spending his whole life in the mnes? O
did nost of them get away? WAs it a very transient
type of work? Were there always newconers?

R No, nost of the people stayed and went to work
in the mnes. Every now and then one young |ad said
"This isn't for ne." And if he had relatives in
the big city or sonewhere, he'd take off and try
to get ajob in the city. A lot of themcanme back
and went to work in the m nes.

| Wiy do you think that was?

R: They just couldn't adjust to the big city.
They had too nmany ties at hone, probably. They
couldn't get away fromtheir famlies.

Before you nentioned something about safety
inthe mnes. Wre there safety conmttees at the
time? Were they run by the conpany or organized
by the nen?

R No, they were run by the conpany. All of the
safety neasures were taken by the company. The
mner had to | ook out for hinself. O course, he
was taught the basic rules of being a mner, |ike

putting up props at a certain anount of distance.
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He m ned coal and he was told to watch for runaway
cars, falling rock, things of that nature. He was
taught the basic rules. After that anything else
out of the ordinary that happened, why he was just
caught up in it, that's all.

As | understand it, mmners didn't work every
day of the year. Do you recall, was there pretty
steady work in the mnes at that tinme?

R No, there wasn't. Mst of the time it was
three days a week, four days a week. Once in a
while if they got a big order for steel, if the
steel mlls worked four and five weeks steady and
then you didn't work three or four days other weeks.
Sormetimes you went all week w thout working, which
happened quite frequently. So | would say if you
wor ked ni ne nonths out of the year you were doing
very well.

Coul d you nake enough in nine nonths out of
the year to support yourself these other three
mont hs?

R Vell, you just have to tighten up. For those
other three, could you make enough? Sone people
could save a few dollars and others couldn't. It

all depended upon how big of a famly they had, or
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what they bought, if they went in debt, or if they
had debts to pay off. They just tightened their
belts and got by somehow. Don't forget in a coal
mning town you don't have fancy furniture. At

that time nost of us didn't even have a radio. We
didn't have tel ephones. W were |ucky when we had
one pair of shoes, and a pair of overalls. W nev-
er had very much, all you worried about is eating.

Many of the m ners supplenented their incone
by taking in boarders?

R Yes, many of them As people cane fromthe
old country, nost of them were townspeople of their's.
They boarded them That helped the famly to get
by, too. At that time | don't remenber exactly
what they charged them for board and room  Sure
that helped a lot of famlies.

When you say that they put themup as boarders,
can we assume that there wasn't enough housing to
go around for everybody or was this just a friendly
act ?

R Vell, it was just nostly a friendly act because
these people cane over fromthe old country; they
couldn't even speak the |anguage. They wouldn't

know where to go, or howto live in a strange
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country. So their relatives, friends, or towns-
people put them up until they got adjusted and
| earned their way around. They also taught them
(if you can call it) the art of mning.

From several different sources we |earned that
many of the mners couldn't speak English, couldn't
read or wite, didn't seemto know very much about
this country, the way things worked. Can we as-
sune that organizing these nen for union activities
was just about an inpossible task, partly for the
fact that they really didn't understand what it
was all about?

R Yes, it was very hard to organize themdue to
the fact that these people had been taught one
thing, that' you go on strike--you can't work. And
they came here to work. They didn't trust the or-
gani zers. They didn't know them they didn't un-
derstand them So you see, they were bound to be
di strustful of sonebody that prom sed them better
things. There was always a few mners that were
always trying to get the other mners to go along.
with them and get organized. Somehow or other the
conpani es always nade it hard for the mners to

get organized. As | recall, they had been through
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too much, these miners; they'd been sold down the
river, you mght as well say, too many tines. Af-
ter a while a certain amunt of mners just--they
could always play the wait-and-see gane. Just wait-
and-see what the other guy is going to do before
we do it.

| |'d like to ask you, did the average m ner
usual ly stay in one mne or did he nove around from
mne to mne? Did he go where there was nore noney

or better conditions?
R Right. Mners noved around. A lot of them
di d. They went where they felt the grass was

greener. \Were they thought that they could nake
more money. O they figured this mne is getting
too dangerous. By that | mean that the mne was
getting too deep, too nuch gas in the mne. They
were always afraid the mne was going to bl ow up.
So they went to another town and got a job, or they
found out that another mning town was working
steadier so they went there. A lot of reasons for
m ners-l eaving the towns and nmoving around.. A |ot
of themfigured it was going to be better in anoth-
er town for them

They were always free to pick up and | eave any
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time they wanted?

R Yes, they were. They could quit any time they
want ed.

Coul d they usually just get another job in a
mne, just by going up and asking for it?

R Yeah, many tinmes because the mne was a big
thing in those days. There was a |ot of mnes;
there was a |lot of people that came to work in mnes.
A lot of them got scared and went away. There was
always jobs in mning tows, nost of the time, cer-
tain tines of the year anyway. There was work to
be had. Some of the coal mning towns were "Room
Towns", at one tine or another. They enployed a
| ot of nen, especially when they found a vein that
was producing clean coal and coal was high. By
that | mean the vein ran high. Mmners didn't have
to stoop over all day long to dig coal. That's
where he'd go. Some mines, the vein was only four
foot high and they wound up with bent backs work-
ing in mnes like that. In due time you saw nany
stooped over coal mners that had bent backs--never
able to straighten them out.

| Do you recall who owned nost of the m nes?

Were there mnes owned by small independent com



Bar cel ona -22-

pani es?

R: Very few. Mst of the big nining was owned
by the Col orado Fuel and Iron Conpany, the Rocky
Mountain Fuel and Iron Conpany, and | believe there
was a third one, the Victor Anerican Fuel and Iron
Conmpany, | believe. Those were the only three that
| recall. Independent mning, there was one here
and there, but not too nmany of them

Was there any difference in working for one
conpany or another? Was the only difference in
the type of mne it was?

R That | really couldn't answer because | only
worked for Colorado Fuel and Iron Conpany. What
| heard about the other mnes was just through what
nmy father told ne, or what sone relative spoke a-
bout and | happened to hear it. \Wether conditions
were better in another conpany owned mne, or dif-
ferent conpany owned mne, | really don't know
| really don't.

| You nentioned before that there were various
types of nationalities in @ typical mning town
where you were at. Did these nationalities mx
together socially or were they all separated into

little groups?
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R Right. The ltalians stuck with the Italians,
the Austrians with the Austrians. Ch, once in a
whi |l e some of them becane friendly, but they couldn't
speak too well so that was the extent of it. If
they couldn't conmunicate with each other what did
they have in comon? Especially wonen, wonen stuck
to their own kind of people because they had a hard
life. There was plenty of work for themto do;
nmost of them had big famlies. So what did they
have in common with sonebody that didn't speak their
| anguage- - not too much.

Now, were there any cases that you know where
there was out-and-out antagonisn? Like did the
Italians dislike the Spanish speaking people there?

R Sure, sure they did. They didn't mx with
t he Spani sh speaking people. Usually Spanish speak-
ing people were the ones that owned a piece of |and
on the outside of the mning tows and they had
their own gardens. They had just learned to be
mners, or come to work in the mnes when they
heard that other people were working in the mnes.
They'd conme in and work sonetines for three or four
nmont hs and that was enough to keep them going be-

cause they could live off of their plot of ground
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where they raised vegetables and things like that.
Truthfully they weren't hard-working people. They
weren't too industrious in those days, as | remem
ber it.

Were there any Negroes in the mnes at that
time?

R Yes, there was, maybe one or two--three fam
ilies at the nost. If | renenber correctly, in
the mne where | worked there was only one Negro
mner that actually dug coal. He was a hard-work-
ing miner, | remenber that.

Was there racial prejudice at the tine? Did
the mners dislike hinf

R No, | couldn't say that they did. They all
spoke to each other, they said hello to everybody.
O course, mners were friendly people anyway.
There was no antagonism that | renmenber.

Do you think that they would socialize togeth-
er--1ike Spanish socialize with the Austrians?

R No, not at all.

| They woul d keep separat ed?

R Ri ght.

Were there ever fights on account of differ-

ences like that, that you know of?
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R Yes, at dances, Saturday night dances there
was always a fight. Wi knows why? Maybe a few
drinks and things |ooked different to sone mners.
Sure there were always fights. Mners were hard-
wor ki ng people and hard-living people. On Saturday
nights at dances there was a |lot of fun and a | ot
of heavy drinking too. They always nmanaged to find
sonething to drink

| Let's go back now to that strike in 1927 that
you were involved in. You stated before that the
ol der m ners went back when they realized that they
were going to get a raise fromthe conpany. The
younger mners didn't go back,. what usually happened
to then?

R Well, they just hung around town, that's all
they did. There was no place for themto work.
| remenber | went with an uncle of mne to Uah,
totry to get a job in the ore mnes. They told
me | was too young, In a month or two | had to
come back home and sit around again--do nothing.

Al the young mners that had been out on strike
didn't get their jobs back after a while. They
woul dn"t even hire us, until nine or ten nonths

later. They finally asked all the young kids if
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they'd like to go back to work and naturally all

of themjunped at it. Al of us went back to work.
Do you think after that long a tine they were

pretty well convinced that they weren't going to

go on strike again?

R Yes, we knew that the strike was over and done
w th because we never had anybody cone and tell us
anything about it. So, we went back to work.

Do you recall, what did the conpany usually
say about these organizers for the strike? D d
they spread the word that they were just agitators?

R Right. They told us they were just agitators
and all they were trying to do was cause trouble.
They couldn't get anything for you. They couldn't
do anything for you so you mght as well go back
to work. The jobs were there if you wanted them
They discouraged it very nmuch, and you could see
it too, after a while. You didn't have anybody
representing you. Al you got was the information
the company gave you

Did any of the mners that you know of join
this organization, the Industrial Wrkers of the
Wor | d?

R No. Nobody that | ever knew of joined it be-
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cause we wouldn't know where to join, or who to
join with. The people that had taken us out on
strike to begin with, we never saw them again.
Maybe | was too young to know who was | eadi ng these
people on strike, or who they were, because | never
saw t hem agai n.

Do you recall in town was there a union hal
of any kind?

R: Yes, there was. \Wenever they called a neet-
ing usually there was one of the mners that spoke
to you or talked to you. Never anybody that was
connected with the people that had originally cone
to town to tell you that there was a strike,

Was this a United Mner Wrkers Union Hall or
a | WAP
R No, as far as | know it nust have been an |WV

hall or a hall that had been donated by the people

on strike. It was just a small roomin an old
dance hall. Wwo owned it | don't know, | don't
remenber.

| But the mners took charge of the strike once
the W nen |eft?
R Right. Mners took charge. Every tine they

had a neeting there was |ess and |ess people there.
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Pretty soon all there was is the young kids there.
There was nobody to tell you what to do or howto
do it. Mst of the time you went home in disgust.
Was the fact known at that time that the whole
state was on strike?
R: Yes, word got around, we knew that all the
m ners had gone out on strike, all the coal canps
had gone out on strike. W knew it through the
newspapers, word of nouth, we found it out.
| : Was there any strike funds at this tine?
R None that | remenber. None at all. Another
way that the conpany had of breaking a strike--they
told them that such-and such a mne up the river
was working, the strike-was over over there. So
a lot of mners that needed work would go up there
and get a job. Even though they were called scabs
they'd go to work in another mine. That's how the
conpany would break up strikes at various tines,
by spreading the word that the mne up the river
peopl e had gone back to work, or that sonme of them
had gone back to work--would they like a job up
there? |If a guy needed it bad enough he'd go to

work there, even though he was called a scab. That

was one way of breaking up trying to organize mners,
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or trying to keep them out on strike. That's how
they'd fall apart nmost of the tine.

You said before that there was no really ef-
fective organi zation anong the mners. You don't
know of anybody who was a union nmenber while you
were in the mnes, who had a union card?

R No, | don't. | didn't know anybody that had

a union card.

What do you think would happen to soneone who
was known to be a union nenber in the m nes?

R Vell, it wouldn't have been too |ong and they
woul d have found an excuse to let himgo and ex-
cuses were always plentiful. They could find too
much rock in his coal or he was abusing the mul es
that he was driving. There was a lot of ways that
the conmpany could get rid of a man. They could
lay himoff for loading too much rock in his coal
or they could find excuses. It was their word
against his, if it came to inpure coal that he was
| oadi ng.

Coul d you describe sone of the feelings the
mners' wves or female relatives had about the
whol e m ning business?

R Most of the wonen would like to see their nen
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get out of the mnes because it was dangerous work,
it was hard work, and the rewards weren't that good.
It was just a hard life for the mner and his fam
ily. Mst of the wonen wanted their husbands to
get out. A lot of themdid, if they could find a
place to go to or if they could get a different
kind of work. Once a man became a nminer it was
very hard for himto leave his job because it was
a way of life with him Mst of themknew what to
do and to start on a different kind of work was
just too hard for them They didn't have a good
grasp of the language to begin wth and sonmeone
woul d just have to help themif they ever wanted
to get out of the mnes. |It's the only way they
got out, unless sonebody had a lot of determnation.
Do you think any of the mners actually Iiked
their work?
R Ch, | suppose a lot of themgot used to it,
probably some of them were even happy at it for
all 1 know. | know | wasn't.
W spoke before about superintendents or the
foremen or the pit bosses. Did these people who
worked for the conpany, did they usually enjoy nore

benefits that the average worker?
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R: Yes, they did. They lived in the better hone
on the hill--bigger home. \Were the average mni ner
lived in a four room house which consisted of a
front room a kitchen, and two bedroons. The priv-
i | eged people, people that were foremen and el ect-
ricians (one electrician in a coal mne tow), they
enjoyed better quarters. They enjoyed the bigger
house with nmore rooms in it, situated in a better
place on the hill, maybe a little secluded, a cou-
ple of blocks away fromthe ordinary mner. In
other words you might call it discrimnation because
the ordinary mner had to live in the row of houses
where all the rest of the mners |ived, which con-
sisted, like I said before, of four roons (two bed-
roons, front room and a kitchen, running water out-
side, no sink, outdoor toilet). Those were the
things that the mner had to put up wth.

Do you think that the conpany charged a fair
amount of rent for this?

R: Yes, | will say that the rent was very reason-
able for the times. | recollect that rent was
about eleven dollars a nonth plus one dollar for
electricity a nonth--which anounted to twelve dol -

[ ars a nonth. | believe at that tine the water
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was free. So | would say that that was very rea-
sonabl e.

| And how nmuch did the average m ner make per
month at that tine?

R It's hard to say, it's like everything else.
He got paid by the tons of coal he loaded. |[If he
worked in a good place he made nore than the next
guy who worked in a place where the coal is harder
to get at. Maybe he was a bigger man and a strong-
er man so he |oaded nore coal. | would say at that
time, | don't renmenber exactly what they made.

They got 90¢ a ton for coal. Maybe the average
mner could |load twelve tons, fourteen tons of coal.
| Per day?

R Per day.

| : Whi ch neans he was probably nmaking about ten
dollars a day. And so the whole nonth's rent was
about one day's wage.

R Ri ght.

| That's pretty cheap.

R Yes, it is. The rent was reasonable | would
think, the rent wasn't that high

One of the reasons we could assune that the

conpany provided all the housing and the store and
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the doctor and hospital was that possibly there
was no other way to get these things for the m ner
to use.

R: Right. The mner couldn't afford to buy his
own hone so he had to live in the conpany hone.
It's a good thing the conpany provided a hone for
him If the town was working to capacity and want-
ed to hire other mners, sonmetinmes miners couldn't
find a house to live in until sonebody |eft town.
He got on the list and he had to wait his turn for
a house to be enpty.

If a mner took in a couple of boarders he
could cut his rent down to just about not hing.

R Right. Alot of mning famlies made noney
with boarders in their home. | would think they
did anyway. Another way the mners |ived when they
were out of work is he could charge groceries at
the store. Sonme miners at times were so in debt
to the store that they had to wait until their
children were able to go to work and finally paid
off their debts that way, by having their children
go to work and help them pay off the grocery bill.

| Then one famly mght have two or three or

even-nore people enployed by the conpany, and in
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a way they could really make quite a bit of noney
In the business.

R Ri ght .

| Wiere as a large famly with twelve children
and one person working in the mne would really
have a rough time.

R Find it very hard. That is why a lot of the
boys went to work when they got to be of age. In
those days | believe they hired you at the age of
sixteen. Before that | imgine a |ot of them went
to work at a much younger age, too. | recall the
mners being in debt as high as a thousand dollars
to the store for groceries, and paid it off when

their children went to work in the m nes.





