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Sentence Structure
This guide will help you recognized the difference between several sentence structures; with this knowledge, you can add verity to your writing and improve the flow and clarity of your sentences.  Your selection of sentence type can influence your audience in subtle ways.  Covert signals also reach your readers’ mind.  Please bear in mind that style, tone, emphasis, and overall rhythm can either enhance or diminish your writing’s success.   

Basically, there are three types of English sentence constructions consisting of simple, compound, and complex sentences.  They are distinguished from each other by their use of clauses.  

Types of Clauses

An independent clause contains a subject and predicate, but functions within a sentence as an adjective, an adverb, or a noun; it also stands alone.


EX: one dog can bark loudly

A dependent clause, or a subordinate clause, are patterned like sentences, having subjects, verbs, and sometimes objects.  Like an independent clause, it functions within a sentence as an adjective, adverb, or noun, but it cannot function on its own.


EX: if you bark like a dog

Types of Sentences

The simple sentence contains one independent clause and includes a subject, verb, and object.

EX:  A man bit the dog.
The independent “a man bit the dog” contains predicate verb bit, which explains the action of the subject man.
The complex sentence must contain at least one dependent clause. 


EX: The dog followed her to school one day, which was against the rule.

The dependent clause is “which was against the rule” contains a subject which is which and a predicate which is was.  Although the clause has the elements of a sentence, it cannot function on its own.
The compound sentence contains more than one independent clause.



EX: News coverage of the crash was terse; pilot error was suspected.

The semicolon can be used to separate the two related independent clauses.

A forth type, the compound-complex sentence, combines elements to an even higher level and has more than one independent clause, and at least one dependent clause.

EX: Campaign fundraising, often seen as overt bribery, can compromise the democratic process, 

       and attempts to reform it have failed.
The two independent clauses in this sentence are as followed: “Campaign fundraising […] can compromise the democratic process” and “attempts to reform it have failed.”  The dependent clauses is “often seen as overt bribery.”

