
American Literature, Colonial through the 18th Century 
 
Narrative 
Rowlandson, Mary.    The Narrative of the Captivity and Restauration of Mrs. Mary 

Rowlandson (1682) 
Occom, Samson  “A Short Narrative of My Life” (1768) 
Crevecoeur, H. J.   Letters From an American Farmer (1782) 
Brown, William Hill  The Power of Sympathy (1789) 
Equiano, Olaudah  The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano (1789) 
Rowson, Susannah.  Charlotte Temple  (1794) 
Franklin, Benjamin  The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin (1791) 
Foster, Hannah.    The Coquette (1797) 
Tyler, Royall   The Algerine Captive (1797) 
Brown, Charles Brockden.    Wieland (1798) 
Tenney, Tabitha  Female Quixotism (1801) 
 
 
Poetry 
Bradstreet, Anne  selections  (1650-78) 
Wigglesworth, Michael.   From The Day of Doom  (1662) 
Wheatley, Phyllis. “A Farewell to America,”  “To His Excellency General Washington” 

“Liberty and Peace”  (1773-85) 
Dwight, Timothy  “Greenfield Hill” (1794) 
 
 
Drama 
Tyler, Royall.   The Contrast  (1787) 
 
 
Prose 
Harriot, Thomas “A Briefe and True Report of the New Found Land of Virginia” (1588) 
Bradford, William.    “From Plimoth Plantation” (1620) 
Winthrop, John.   “A Model of Christian Charity” (1630) 
Mather, Cotton.   “The Trial of Martha Carrier” from Wonders of the Invisible World (1692);   

selections from Magnalia Christi Americana (1702) 
Edwards, Jonathan, from “Images of Divine Things” (1728) and “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry 

God” (1748)   
Paine, Thomas  Common Sense (1775) 
Jefferson, Thomas “Declaration of Independence,” (1776); selected queries from Notes on the State  

of Virginia  (1787) 
The Federalist Papers     nos. 2, 6, 10, 12  (1787-8) 
Murray, Judith Sargent   “On the domestic Education of Children” and “On the Equality of the Sexes” 
(1790) 
 


