
 

 

 

The word for 2008 is òchange,ó as the presidential campaign has been telling us, and change has been the 
rule in the Department of Communication this year, too.  

We began 2007-08 with four new full-time faculty: Assistant Professors Pamela Davies and Lawrence E. 
Fisher, Professor John W. Fountain, and Presidential Writer in Residence Charles M. Madigan. Thatõs an increase 
of more than 40 percent in the size of our faculty, and somehow it doesnõt quite seem appropriate to describe 
ourselves as a òsmalló operation any longer. Weõve changed into a pretty large one.  

With new faculty, our curriculum is continually evolving to incorporate new interest areas into our programs. 
Our relationship with our students is also evolving, as our majors become more likely to be traditional age and 
full time ð a big change from the years when all but a few undergrads were transfers and graduate students took 
a single course at a time.   

Weõre ending the year with a major change in our operation, too, as I wrap up 13 years as chair, school 
director and head (those are all titles for the same job over the years). My highly capable assistant chair, Associate 
Professor Marian Azzaro of the Integrated Marketing Communications program, will become chair in August, 
and weõll also divide a bit of the departmentõs management of the degree programs among faculty. Associate 
Professor Lee Earle will become head of the graduate IMC program; Associate Professor Mary Ellen Schiller will 
oversee Business Communications and Speech offerings; Professor Azzaro will oversee the undergraduate IMC 
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All full-time faculty, plus our internship coordinator and an emeritus faculty member, turned out for spring commencement. é an event worth recording.  From left, Karen 
Cullotta, Charlie Madigan, Lee Earle, Mickey Brazeal, Pam Davies, Peter Fallon, Linda Jones, Shonda Dudlicek, internship coordinator, in back; Marian Azzaro, Anne-Marie 
Cusac, John Fountain, in back; Mary Ellen Schiller, Larry Fisher, John McClelland and Mike Ensdorf. Dolores Metzger photo.  
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Ten undergraduate students were inducted into the Department of Communicationõs Kappa Chi chapter of Lambda Pi Eta, the na-
tional communications honor society: Christina Bruzek, Harshal Dave, Amanda Kemmeling, Diane Kennedy, Alana Krohn, Dan-
ielle LaGrippe, James McClinton, Diana Rivera, Kristen Strobbe and Maruta Vjakse.  

Undergraduate students inducted into the universityõs Franklin Honor Society in 2007-08 were Tesa Anewishki, Elisabeth Hig-
gins, Robyn Petit, Michael Wigman and Kristina Zaremba.  

Graduate IMC students receiving the first Al Golin Scholarships in Communications 
were Ashley Jackson, who did her undergraduate degree at Michigan State University, and 
Jennifer Schultz, whose undergraduate degree is from University of Oklahoma. Both began 
the IMC program in fall 2007. For 2008, the recipient is Shannon Bennett, a graduate IMC 
student from Southeast Missouri State University. She is starting the program in fall 2008.  

Two IMC student projects were honored by faculty for their research and writing. 
Nicole Wiwat Mueller wrote òZango, Inc.: Unethical Business Practices?ó, and Brenda 
Button wrote òThe Effect of Culture and Tradition in Marketing a Chocolate Bar to  
Chinese-Americans.ó   

Five student articles on IMC topics passed the review process for manuscripts and are 
scheduled to appear in the 2008 issue of IMC Review, the departmentõs journal of integrated marketing communications. The students and 
their articles are Raynaldo Hernandez, òInfomercials:  Examining the Ethical Dimensionsó; Tamika Robinson, òHome, Sweet 
Home;  Loan, Lost Home,ó focusing on the marketing of sub-prime loans; Aisha Mootry, òUnderstanding the Cereal Purchasing Habits 
of Hispanic-American Womenó; Jennifer Poiry, òWhatõs the (Unethical) Score?ó, about selling consumer credit scores;  and Jennifer 
Cifuentes, òGreenwashing Junk Food,ó examining the Frito-Lay ònaturaló product line case.  

Caroline Courtois, who completed the Integrated Marketing Communications 
program in May, was named the second winner of the B.T. Bryght Service 
Award from the Department of Communication. She was nominated for her 
efforts in organizing and maintaining the high level of activity by the student 
group RAMC, the Roosevelt Association of Marketing Communications. The 
B.T. Bryght Award is given to a student who provides exemplary service to the 
department and its students. The award honors our longtime departmental lab 
manager, who died in 2004. 

Four staffers for the Torch, the Roosevelt student newspaper, received awards at 
the 2008 convention of the Illinois College Press Association: Kristina Za-
remba, Alex Hernandez and Chris Polinski, all undergraduate Journalism 
students,  received awards for best headline writing in the state, and editor 
Adam Shafer, graduate Journalism,  won third place for editorial writing.  

Graduate Journalism student Jacqueline Sandersõ personal story òI Was 11 
When My Life Changed Foreveró was published in May in the Chicago Sun-
Times. The article, written for Professor John Fountainõs Memoir Writing class 
in Fall 2007, focused on her adjustments to and eventual acceptance of the loss 
of her left arm in a car accident.   

Maruta Vjakse, an Integrated Communications major concentrating in adver-
tising, provided the winning entry this year, a striking black-and-white design,  
in the Department of Communicationõs annual holiday card contest.  

Graduate assistants for the department for the year were Alvin Raul Cardona, 
Caroline Courtois, Brandy Emily, Katie Meyer and Rita Veron. 

Among the internships held by undergraduate and graduate students this year 
were Denise Bowman, M.S. Journalism, Gail Borden Public Library in Elgin; Alvin Raul Cardona, M.S. Journalism, Continental Adver-
tising/Media Group; Denise Gilmore-McPherson, IMC, CareerBuilder.com; Lawrence Lamovec, M.S. Journalism, The Chicago Re-
porter; Crystal Porter, M.S. Journalism, N'Digo; Jennifer Toney, IMC, ESW Partners; Janell Wrightsell, M.S. Journalism, Third World 
Conference Foundation; Loredana Bartucci, Integrated Communications, WJMK-FM; Ashley Mouldon, B.A. Journalism,  
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IMC graduate student Caroline Courtois was nominated by instruc-
tor Tom Marnell for her service as president of the Roosevelt Asso-
ciation of Marketing Communications. Linda Jones photo.  
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Chi-Town Daily News; Robyn Petit, Public Relations, Make-A-Wish Foundation; Adam Prahl, B.A. Journalism, Greek Star newspaper; 
Gabrielle Weiss, Public Relations, The San Jose Group; and Michael Wigman, B.A. Journalism, The Real Chicago (his article on charac-
ters outside Wrigley Field is at http://www.therealchicago.org/0304wrigley.htm ). Harshal Dave, Integrated Communications, also has 
been hired as a summer intern for Abbott Labs in Fayetteville, Ark.   

Graduate Journalism student Christina McGairk was named the winner of the departmentõs Sylvia 
Flanagan Scholarship, which annually goes to a student focused on a career in magazine journalism. Chris-
tina learned of the scholarship in the same week that she was hired as a summer intern at Ebony/Jet. The 
scholarship is provided by Sylvia Flanagan, the first African American honors graduate of the masterõs pro-
gram in Journalism and formerly an editor at Johnson Publications.  

Nestor Avila, who received his Communications degree in May, was selected as a Student Laureate of 
the Lincoln Academy of Illinois in October 2007. Laureates are honored for overall excellence in curricular 
and extracurricular activities.  

Our alumni also have kept us updated on changes in their lives:  

Kayeromi Gomez, Public Relations 2007, is president of the Center for International Media Ethics, a 
nonprofit based in Chicago. He was recently invited to present at the Media in Peacebuilding and Conflict 
Prevention conference in Bonn, Germany, in June; Katie Schuyler, IMC 2007, is a media associate at 
StarCom; Shannon Scott Stebbins, B.A. Journalism 2004, is writing reviews for Dark Sky, an online literary 
magazine; Amy Alderman, B.A. Journalism 2003, is news editor for the Sangre de Cristo Chronicle in Angel Fire, N.M.; Megan Lee, 
B.A. Journalism 2007, is a reporter for the Caspar (Wyo.) Star-Tribune and recently interviewed Barack Obama during the primary 
campaign on his campaign jet; Adrienne Leon, M.S. Journalism 2007, is working as a researcher for WSB-TV, the ABC affiliate in 

Atlanta; Jeff Schwister, M.S. Journalism 2006, 
and Lisa Bayer were married last fall and are 
planning a move to Portland; and Lydia Miller , 
IMC 2006, and Jake Brown also were married 
last fall. 

David Chivers, IMC 2001, is director of online 
marketing strategy at Dow Jones & Co., 
splitting time between offices in Princeton, N.J. 
and World Financial Center in New York City; 
Kamilah Cummings, M.S. Journalism 2005, is 
teaching at Morton College, St. Xavier and East 
West University and has edited two books; 
Mary Czerwinski, B.A. Journalism  2003, is a 
host and reviewer on òDVD Geeks,ó a DVD 
review show airing on satellite, broadband and 
mobile outlets, and has hosted segments for 
òBif Bam Pow Wow!ó, a comic-book and pop 
culture show;  Michelle Howe, Public 
Relations 2007, works as a marketing 
communications specialist at Sherman Health. 

Julie Liotine, B.A. Journalism 2007, works as a 
medical copy editor for Sg2, an  international 
health care education, research and consulting 
firm; Delores (Walton) Robinson, M.S. 
Journalism 2002, is assistant director of public 
relations at Chicagoõs Navy Pier; Scott 
Schmidt, IMC 1998, is vice president of 
marketing and promotion, Internet, of LaSalle 
Bank in Chicago; Brittany Thorsen, M.S. 
Journalism 2007, is a part-time editor for Joint 
Resource Commission, where she edits medical 
reports; and Janis Wilder, M.S. Journalism 
2001, is currently teaching communications at 
St. Xavier University. 
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Associate Professor Mary Ellen Schiller drapes honors cords over new Lambda Pi Eta member Kristen  
Strobbe at the induction ceremony in April. Professor Schiller is adviser for the honors group. Mike  
Ensdorf photo.  


